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Hon, L. B. Bolton: The sordid side could
he kept from publication,

Hon. C. G. LATHAM: The sordid side
of some criminal offences is much more
demoralising.

Hon. L. B. Botton: I agree with that, too.

Hon, C. G, LATHAM: I do not read the
reports of divoree cases,

Hon. C. F. Baxter: You are sophisti-
cated!
Hon. . G. LATHAM: As one grows

older one gets sophisticated, It all depends
upon the eompany ore keeps.

Hon. L., B. Bolten: Is that why you came
here from another place?

Hon. . G. LATHAM: Tf T am entitled
to answer interjections, I would say that
came here because there appeared to he no
better place to go to.

Hon, L B. Bolton: That is a comphment

Hon. ¢. G, LATHAM: T have found it
a nice spot. I have been well received and
I hope that my stay will e a long one.

Hon. J. A. Dimmitt: Hear, hear!

Hon, €. G. LATHAM: I feel that we
shall get on very well together. If we get
on as well as we have up to date, I shall
be satisfied—-and I hope members will, be
too, That is my contribution te the Address-
in-reply debate. I wish to congratulate the
Ministers, who have taken on a big job, but
they do not want to get the notion that
theirs is the only opinion.

The Honorary Minister:
one to talk like that!

Hon. €. G. LATHAM: In Western Auns-
tralis there are many people anxious to
help. That is the eo-operative spirit of the
people of the British Empire and it will
get us out of our diffieulties. We still have
a diffieu)t task ahead of us. I would not

Yop are 2 nice

like to sec the Old Country fail; T wonld

give my last shilling and would work until
I could toil no longer to prevent it, and I
think my sentiments are shared by cvery trug
Australian. Let us give the Old Country
whatever help we can to assist her to rally.
She may be passing through a temporary
phase, but her people are tightening their
helts. Let us join with them and make
sacrifices equal to theirs.

On motion by Hen. A. Thomson, dehate
adjourned.

House adjourned at 5.54 p.m.
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The SPEAKER took the Chair at 4.30
p.n., and read prayers.

QUESTIONS,

RAILWAYS.
As to Tenders for Supplying Locomotives.
Mr. STYANTS (on notice} asked the

Minister for Railways:

In the “Kalgoorlie Miner” of the 26th
July he is reported to have said that since
his Governmeni took office, orders had been
placed for about G5 locomotives. If eorrectly
reported, will he inform the House of the
following details :—

(1} Classes and numbers of engines in-
volved in cach class?

(2) Dates tenders were called for each?

(3) Dates tenders were accopted?

{4) Names of suceessful tenderers?

(3) Approximate dates of delivery?

(6) The date that tenders were called for
the 23 PR locomotives, the contract for
which was recently signedt

{7) Date tenders were accepted?

The MINISTER replied:

(1) 55 locomotives are on order, elasses
and numbers being:—(a) PR, 25 loco-
motives; {b) 4-8-2 light rail, 30 locomotives.

{2) (a) Quotations were sought through
Agent General by cable dated the 17th Octo-
ber, 1946; (b) In view of the necessity for
early augmentation of light rail locomotive
stock, approval was given on the Tth July,
1947, to placing an order for the light rail
locomotives, subject to right of cancellation
following report of Royal Commissioner on
Railways.
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{3) (a) Cabinet approved acceptance of
tender on 24/3/47, subject to confirming ap-
proval of inecoming Government; confirming
approval given on 3/6/47, and order placed
by cable dated 11/6/47; (b) verbal order
placed with local agent on 16/7/47 and con-
firmed on 18/7/47.

(4) (a) North British Locomotive Com-
pany Ltd.; (b} Beyer Peacock & Co,

(d) {a) Original delivery quoted was to
comimence September, 1948, at rate of three
per week, but subsequent advice is that de-
livery is unlikely to commence before mid
1948 at earliest, owing to delay in accept-
ance of quotations; (b) 1850.

{6) Answered by number (2) (a).

(7) Answered by number (3) (a). Also
10 PR class engines are to he built at Aid-
land Workshops,

ELECTRICITY SUPPLIES.
As to Completing Roleystone Extension, ete,

Mr. WILD (on notiee) asked the Minister
for Works:

(1} In view of the residents of Roley-
stone having gone to all the expense in-
volved in having their houses, shops, churches
and other premises wired for -electricity,
following on the erection of the main trans-
mission lines 18 months ago, and that grave
incanvenience and loss is being suffered, will
an assarance he given that every effort will
be made to obtain the necessary insulators
and cross arms, ete., and that when these are
obtained the work will be ecompleted?

(2) If not, on what work is it proposed
to use the next quantity of insulators, ete.,
received and when will such assurance he
given in respect of Roleystone?

The MINISTER replied:

(1) Insulators are in very short supply,
and maintenance of existing transmission
lines must be given first priority. Comple-
tion of the Roleystone cxtension will be
made before any other major transmission
line extension is undertaken. Every cffort
is being made to obtain the necessary in-
sulators and equipment,

{2) Answered by (1).
EDUCATION.
As to Shortage of Teachers, ete.
Hon, J, T. TONKIN {(on notice) asked
the Minister for Edueation:

(1) Has his attention been drawn to the
article in “The Daily News” of the 19th
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August, headed “Misled and Sorry,” in which
it was stated that the wife of a British
migrant from India had been “most rudely
received” by an Edueation Department
official ?

(2) In view of the shortage of teachers,
why was it not possible to utilise the serviees
of the lady concerned?

The MINISTER replied:

(1} Yes—since notice of this question was
received. The official of the Education De-
partment, however, denies that any applieant
has been most rodely received. It is pre-
sumed that the ease in question is that of
Mrs, Iluston, a married woman recently ar-
rived from India, to whom the'whole pasi-
tion was explnined in a friendly and cour-
teous manner including the fact that the
Department conld not be expected to move
its permanent staff out to the country leav-
ing the best positions in the city and urban
areas for the benefit of teachers from else-
where and, further, that no married woman
under the present Act can be permanently
employed by the Department. The official
in question ig well known to the memher
for North-East Fremantle and his know-
ledge of him would indicate that it is ex-
tremely unlikely that anything but courte~y
would he extended to any inquirer,

(2) After the explanation of the ahove
faets and others relevant, the usnal employ-
ment form was obtained which must be filled
in by all applicants, and it is understond
this has not been returned.

KINDERGARTENS.
As tg Government Assistance.

Mr. GRAHAM (on notice) asked the
Treasurer:

(1) What is the total financial assistance
at present being granted to kindergartens?

{2) What is the basis upon which such
payment is made?

(3) Is it intended to inerease the amount?

{4) If zo, to what extent?

The ACTING PREMIER replied:

(1) Amount paid for financial year
ended the 30th June, 1947, £904.

(2) £2 per dapita. _

(3) Yes, pursuant to as decision made
early this year the assistance is being
douabled, but at present further assistance
on a different basis is under consideration.

(4) Answered by (3).
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WATER SUPPLIES.

As to Metropolitan and Goldfields
Consumption and Charges.

Hon, E, NULSEN (on potice) asked the
Minister for Water Supply:

(1) What is the daily consumption of
water used from Mundaring Weir through
the Goldfields pipe line?

(2) How many gallons of water are de-
livered to Norseman daily?

(3} What is the metropolitan eonsump-
tion of water per day?

(4} What is the charge per 1,000 gallons
at Norseman ?
(3) What is—
{a) Rebate—domestic, business, dairy-
ing, gardeding and mining;
{h) Excess—domestic, business, dairy-
ing, gardening and mining,
at Norseman?

The MINISTER replied:

(1) In 1946/47 average consumption
6,100,000 gallons per day; maximum con-
sumption 8,170,000 gallons per day.

(2) Average consumption 220,000 gal-
Jons per day; maximum eonsumption 280,000
gallons per day. °

(3) In 1946/47 average consumption
27,718,000 gallons per day; maximum con-
sumption 48,423,000 gallons per day.

(4) and (3) Rebate—Gs. 8d. per 1,000
gallong. (Rebate does not apply to mining
sarviees, )

Excess—Domestic—If rate paid before
10th March, ds. per 1,000 for first 5,000;
if rate paid after 10th Mareh, Bs. per
1,000 for first 5,000; all waier exceeding
first 5,000, 3s. per 1,000 gallons.

Exeess—Business, dairying
dening, 10s. per 1,000 gallons,

Mining—Flat rate on consumption, 10s.
per thousand gallons.

Special Agreements and Prices—Street
watering, Road Board park, 7s. per
1,000 gallons.

Norseman Hospital—Exeess, 3s.
1,000 gallons.

Standpipe—15s. per 1,000 gallons,

and gar-

per

Vegetable Coneession (subject to ap-
proval}, expires 3lst December, 1947—
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Ordinary Domestie prices for execess®con-
sumption equivalent to excess consumption
for 1841 (3s, or 6s. for first 5,000 gallons)
with maximum of 5,000 at higher price; bal-
ance of excess in any year over and above
excess consumption for 1941, 2s. 6d. per
1,000 gallons; if service unmetered in 1941
the first 5,000 gallons in any year charged
at O¢. or 68, and any further exeess at 2s.
Gd. per 1,000 gallons; if no excess consump-
tion in 1941, al] excess each year at 2s. Gd.

Norseman and Central Norseman Gold
Mines—First 1,108,000 gallons, 10s. per
1,000 gallons {each 4-weckly period); bal-
ance ecusumption cach period, 7s. per 1,004
sallons. )

There have been no substantial changes
in these rates for the last three or four
years.

T.B. EXAMINATIONS,
As to Infected Dairy Cows Destroyed.

Mr. HOAR (on notice) asked the Minis-
ter for Agrieulture: )

On the 21st August he supplied figures
showing the number of T.B. infected dairy
cows destroyed in the metropolitan area
during 1933-47. Will he now go back to the
commencement of the Dairy Cattle Com-
penzation Aet and tell the House how many
T.B. infeeted dairy cows in the metropolitan
area were destroyed between 1927 and
19332

The MINISTER replied:

From the - commencement of the Dairy
Cattle Compensation Act in January, 1928,
te the end of December, 1935 (the previ-
ous figure related to the period commencing
1st. Jannary, 1936}, 920 head of cattle were
slaughtered.

BANKING, NATIONALISATION.
Asg to Source of Compensaiion Funds.

Mr. BOVELL (withount notice) asked the
Acting Premier:

In view of recent Press reports to the
effect that the Prime Minister refused to
disclose to the Premier of South Australia
information as to the souree from which is
to eome the £100,000,000 required to nation-
alise banking in Anustralia, will the Acting
Premier endeavour to obtain from the Prime
Minister information as to where this money
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i not coming from, namely—

(n) Burplus revenue that should. have
been returned to the States
under Section 94 of the Con-
stitution;

(h) eredits by foreign countries not
disinterested in the ruin of Aus-
tralian democracy.

The ACTING PREMIER replied:

I think I had better answer the hon, mem-
ber by =ayving that the matter will receive
vou-ideration.

PERSONAL EXPLANATION.

Acting Premier and Tonnage of Imports
by Ship,

THE ACTING PREMIER (Hon. A. F.
Watts—Katanning) : T desire to make a
personal explanation. On the 20th August
a question  asked by the member for
Fast Perth regarding tonnage of shipping
recoived in this State during the periods
January-Februory-March  and April-May-
June, respectively, was answered to the effect
that in the first period 89,095 tons were
imperted and in the sceond period 76,177
tons. A letter has now been received from
the General Manager of the Fremantle
Harbour Trusi regretting that it was dis-
eovered thai an error had crept in through
certmin ships’ cargoes not having been in-
eluded, and the corvect figure for the April-
June quarter of the year, as actually re-
eeived at Fremantle during that petiod, was
88,700 tons,

LEAVE OF ABSENCE.

On mectinn by Mr. Brand, leave of absence
for one week granted to the Attorney Gen-
eral (Hon. R. R. McDonald—West Perth)
on the ground of urgent private bosiness.

ADDRESS-IN-REPLY,
Ninth Day.
Diebate resumed from the 21st August.

MB. GRAHAM (East Perth) [4.45]: It
is not my intention to indulge in the usual
felicitations because I believe they have
alrendy been overstressed. Rather do T feel
inelined to say that my wishes in respect of
the matter are that the time in office of
vourself, Mr. Speaker, fhe Chairman of
Committees and Ministers opposite shall be
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Just as long as one political opponent would
wish of another, My generel impulse is
one of expressing thankfulness to my elee-
tors upon their returning me for a further
term. Apart altogether from one’s desire
to serve one’s State and eountry, it is in
the case of many of us a matter of axtreme
personal concern that we he returned on
account of economie conditions and liveli-
hood. The periedical approach of an elec-
tion is one that conjures up fears of perhaps
the worst happening. On the last oeccasion
quite a number of members were unsucerss-
ful in Iﬂuen attempt to secure re-etection to
Parliament. Having before me the spectacle
of 30 many new faces, it is only natural that
my thoughts should revert to the period
just over four years ago when I first stood
in this Chamber.

I recall how seized with cnthusiasm I was
at that time, how strong was my idealism and
genera] desire to serve. I am not suggesting
for one moment that the latter desive is in
any way dampened, but at the same time
o few years in this House as a member of
this Parliament does teach us certain things.
My experience has been—I1 interpolate herc
with an intimation that a great deal of my
remarks will be spoken in a general senhse,
not wishing directly to criticise either the
late Gaverniment or that which has recently
been elected to office—that a private mem-
ber does little else so far as Parliament itself
is concerned than make speeches, further
representations and make approaches to
others generally. It is denied such a member
actually to do things or to make deeisions,
and accordingly it is only a matter of time
before there comes, I should say, over every
member, unless he is particularly fortunate
in some respects, a feeling of futility and
frustration.

It is my considered gpinion that private
members should be given greater opportun-
ities to, perform certnin funetions, T will
have something further to say with regard
to that point later on in my address, going
bevend what I have alrerdy stated, adwmit-
tedly in sketchy fashion., I come to the
point where T ask myself whether or not

it is really worth while making a eontribu-

tion to a general debate such as that which
1s now proceeding, because of the extreme
doubt as to whether or not any real or of-
fieial notice it taken of ideas and suggest-
tions that are submitted by individual
members. I suppose no harm i3 done in
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one's making a further attempt. Accord-
ingly there are ways in whieh, I am going
to sugpgest, certain matters could be im-
proved for the general welfare of the
State.

There is just one point I would like to
mention apropos of my previous remarks,
and it is that the Government might give
some consideration to the appointment of
Assistant Ministers. I appreciate that such
a procedure would prove of value only to
those members who sit on your vight hand,
Myr. 8peaker, but at the same time in poli-
ties it is inevitable that there will be a
twening of the wheel, in consequence of
which the step T suggest might be in-
directly of some benefit, I am not speak-
ing only from the standpoint of remunera-
tion, but have in mind the fact that such
men eould play some part direetly in the
affpivs of State. At the present moment
the firat intimation that a private member
has of work to be undertaken in his elec-
torate is, all too often, an announcement
in the morning paper. That applies equally,
of eourse, with regard to work which
directly afieets his electorate irrespeefive of
the faet that it may aetually take place
ountside its borders.

If there were Assistant Ministers, there
would he a greater opportunity for mem-
hors to take a direet part in the State’s af-
fairs and in administration generally.
Fnrthermore, on those oceasions when Min-
wters were away in other portions of the

State or elsewhere in the Commonwealth.

ot when misfortune should strike one or
ather of them, necessitating their admis-
xjon to hospital, there wonld be Assistant
Ministers who would be familiar with the
working details and administration of
their departments, and there would not he
the interruptlions that are oceasioned af the
present moment. I recall an ineident when
a deputation to a certain Minister was ar-
ranged. Before it could be held the Min-
ister responsible for the department was
struck down with illness and his portfolio
was accordingly transferred temporarily to
another Minister. The deputation upon a
certain morning was ushered into the office
of the aeting Minister, who confessed quite
frankly that he did not know the first
thing about the matter upon which the
depufation was seeking to make representa-
tions to him. T emphasise that if we had
Assistant Ministers sueh a position econld
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be overcome. In addition, I think the
newly-appointed Ministers aiready to some
extent feel that they are being over.
burdened with work and in many eases are
required to attend to details which could
be left to an Assistant Minister, thus leav-
ing questions of major policy and more im-
portant matters to be dealt with by the
Minister himself. I make that suggestion
in the hope that the Government will see
fit to consider it and perhaps give effect
to a decision on it. If that decision were
favourable T am certain it would redound
to the credit of the members of the Gov-
ernment and assist in the better working of
Parliament and of Government depart-
ments,

During the course of my remarks this
atternoon it is not my intention to agitate
the handle of the parish pump, nor is it my
intention to make any reference to the
electioneering-that took place in the recent
cammpaign. So far as I am concerned, that
election ceased on the 15th Mareh and all
of us are now taking preliminary steps or
Jaying the foundation for a campaign to
be woged later on. My attitude will he
that should the members of the Govern-
ment err in any degree I shall not besitate
to be eritical of their aetions. I may have
saomething to say in one or two eonnections
dealing with that aspeet this afternoon,
but I shall take every available oppor-
tunity to remind the members of the new
Government of the many promises and rash
statements whieh they made to the public
if they fail to keep those promises.

Terhaps it is customary for members of
an Opposition to run to exiremes at elec-
tion time, If that be so, then they did se
with a vengeance at the last election, but
I make no eriticism of the Government or
its supporters on that seore, exeept to say
that the members of the Government will
be constantly reminded of {be statements
mnde by them, and probably made in anti.
eipation that there would not be a change
in the position of the parties. However,
they have become the Government and are
now placed in the position of having to
hononr the promises they then made. The
only excepiion I desire to make in connec-
tion with the recent election js to mention
the slighting references of the member foy
Victoria Park to a pamphlet whieh I issned
during my campaign. He songht to ridi-
cule the pamphlet on the ground that there
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was a picture of Parliament House on the
front cover. There was no pretence shout
that, of course, becanse no-one would be so0
shsurd as to think that I was endeavouring
to claim eredit for having erected the build-
ing. 1 pointed out to my constituents that
Parliament House was the place to which
they had clected me and to which I was
seeking re-clection, and that I had escorted
some bundreds of people over the building
and explained to them the functions of
Parliament and other matters appertaining
to Parlinment generally.

I certainly did not resort to the device—
perhaps beecause of its doubtful advantage
in my case—of having a photograph of my-
self on the front page; and if I may refer
to the member for Victoria Park, he pub-
lished a photograph which, to all appear-
aneces, was taken some time in the last cen-
tury. He is probably smarting from the blows
which he saffered at the hands of the ex-
Minister for Works, who exposed his hollow
elaim to responsibility in a large measure
for the action of the Government in com-
meneing the construetion of the new Cause-
way. The member for Northam told the elec-
tors of Victoria Park, as he had a right to do,
that not one representation had been made to
him in that connection by the present mem-
her for Vietoria Park. How I eame into
the picture I do not know, except perhaps
that the member for Vietoria Park is, in
essence, the member for the Perth City
Couneil, and hecanse I, as the member for
jast’” Perth—this is not anything singular
with respert fo myself —was responsible for
initintinz certain moves that were finally
ziven offcet to by the Perth City Couneil,
which provided facilities for the people
whom [ tvepresent. The member for Vie-
torin Park knows perfectly well that a
State memher does make representations
and does initiate movements that are pltim-
ately dealt with by loeal governing hodies,
by State Government departments and in
many c¢nr-ps hy Federal departments. - Na-
turally, in submitting one's claims to elee-
tor<, a member takes advantage of mention-
ing those matters with which he was associ-
ated,

My, Kead:
things,

My, GRAHAM: T did that, and no more,
The City Couneil did those things, of course,
As T said in my opening remarks, a private

The City Couneil did those
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member of this Parliament in fact does not
do things. He makes representations to
various authorities which have the final
say and, then there are certain instrument-
alities which actually do the work. If I am
successful in having postal facilities .pro-
vided in the electorate of Fast Perth, surely
to goodness I am not expected by the mem-
ber for Vietoria Park o rise at eight o'clock
in the morning, set about laying the founda-
tiong and then laying the bricks and com-
pleting the other portions of the building!
That is too ridienlous for words!

Arising out of the clections, we have bad
certain criticiem, unfortunately quite war-
ranted, of the state of the electoral rolls.
I say nothing about the permanent officerd
of the Electoral Department, I have heard
on various occasions the methods that are
employed by casual persens who I under-
stand are appinted by the department
from time to time to undertake a canvass
of the rolls. On this occasion I had direct
evidence of the procedure that was followed.
Apparently a caovasser went to a local
corner shop and asked the proprietor who
lived next door and who lived several doors
up and so on, He made his check from
that ene building instead of, as was his
bounden duty. going from door to door and
making personal inquiries as to who resided
in the houses. The work was done in this
casual, haphazard manner, Is it therefore
any wonder that certain persons’ names
were wrongfully struck off the rolls and
-all sorts of wrong information given to the
permanent ofticers of the Electoral Depart-
ment?

The electoval rolls are the kevstone of
our demoeratic system because, unless people
arg envolled to vote® for us, any kind of
result might bhe obtained. This work ix so
important that, in my opinion, members
of the permanent staff <hould be constantly
engaged in the task of enrolling persons
and' cleansing the clectoral rolls. I sav that
should he done more or less as an interim
measare, But T feel that the time is lons
overdue when Western Australia might, with
advantage, follow the procedure whiceh i»
adopted in quite a nomber of the other
States at present, where the Federal electoral
department i the envolling authority. While
it is quite simple to us, electors hecome con-
fused heeause of the numhber of electorn

cards if is necessary for them to fill in, If
L]
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there is & Fedcral election to be held, they
check the roll and find their names on
it. Consequently when the State election
takes place six months later and they
discover that they are not enrolled they are
amazed. They are not aware of the fine
distinetion between the Federal and State
rolls.

If there were a single enrolling authority
—and, after all, the Commonwealth electoral
department has the advantage of postmen
going from door to door and noting changes
of address for postal purposes—there could
be a much closer check than it is possible
for us to make unless we have a tremendous
special staff attached to the State Electoral
Office. As that system is in vogue in certain
States, I feel that the Government might
give consideration to such a procedure here,
g0 that one enrolment would suffice for
State and Federal elections. Of eourse, our
own department would be responsible for
the conduct of an election here, just as at
present;, bat the rolls would be hased on
information secured by the Federal autheri-
ties. It would make the job far simpler if,
as has been suggested by a number of speak-
ers, there were co-terminal boundaries. I
mentioned this matter in the Hiouse some
vears ago and diseussed it with the Chief
Electoral Olficer for the Commonwealth, and
he informed me that there would be no great
difficulty in amending the sub-divisional
houndaries of the Federal electoral divisions
to conform to our Siate electorates,

As the Government has already intimated
its intention to earry out a re-distribution
of boundaries, 1 feel that if there were a
consnltation with the Federal authorities it
could he mutually agreed that the boundaries
should he co-terminal thus overcoming the
eonfusion that exists when a person may be
in, say, the North Perth State eleetoral dis-
triet but in the Maylands sub-division of the
Perth Federal eleetorate, All these different
names and titles are confusing and we should
endeavour to overcome the difficulty that
exists.

T wish to make some observation with re-
ward to this place in which our deliherations
ocenr. 1 do not desire to he misunderstood,
but 1 feel that some steps should be taken
to have Parliament House completed, I
realise there will have to be a long-range
plan, but preliminary measveres could be
nndertaken. From inquiries, T learn that it
would cost somewhere between £330,000 and
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£400,000 to complete this building in accord-
ance with the original scheme. Of course a
suggestion that such work should be under-
taken at present ean be eounted out of court

- altogether. But it is 43 years since the build-

ing wag erected. What is now used as the
front is, in fact, the rear. In the future
front of Parliament House there is a gal-
vanised iron structure where the greater pro-
portion of our staff works. Biiterly cold in
winter and tremendously hot in summer, it
has been in existence for 43 years; yet it
was supposed to be a temporary structure!
It is, of course, somewhat worse now than
when it was built. There are rough bricks
jutting out in various parts of the building
waifing to receive additions; and there are
many scraps of hoop-iron hanging from the
building and blowing in the breeze, waiting
to connect with the balanee of Parliament
House when it is put under construction.

Hon, A. H. Panton: S¢ is the foundation
stone,

Mr. GRAHAM : Yes: there is a foundation
stonc approximately ten yards from the
front of the building. Surely it was the in-
tention when the first hricks were laid that
some day Parliament House should be com-
pleted. The facilities in this place are ex-
tremely poor, as everyhody knows. I have
mentioned the plight of members of the staff
in the eorrugated won strneture, which is a
disgrace to the institution. The Ministers and
the Leader of the Opposition are in a little
lean-to on the right hand side of the build-
ing, That lean-to is constructed of ashestos
and corrugated iron. There is such a short-
age of accommodation that there is only
oneg common room for members. The
thought of 50 members of this Chamber en-
deavouring to find space in order not merely
to assemble and pass the hour of the day,
but to do writing and telephoning and study
and the rest of it, is too ludicrous for words,

Tt hecomes necessary for a member who
has work to do—and speaking for myself,
a member has ample work to oceupy his
time-~to conduet something in the nature
of a hunt around the building to find. a
quiet spot. There are some rooms upstairs,
but occasionally there are Roval Commis-
sions and Parliamentary inquiries taking
place in them and there are Party mectings
heing held; and certain other rooms be-
long to officers of Parlinment. ‘The
other day I sought in vain for a place in+
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which to undertake a certain research,
Finally I had to go to the library. But
in the library were a number of the staff.
It was during their luncheon period and they
were gathered around the fire. There were
several members present as well, and from
the adjeining room there was noise emana-
ting from members enjoying a game of
billiards, The position, generally, as mem-
hers are aware, is most unsatisfactory. There
is only one room in which members can
see constifuents, and we have witnessed the
spectacle of members conducting interviews
in the halls and the passages or out in front
of the building on the footpath. Parliament
has a certain dignity and members have a
certain importance in the community. It
should not be necessary for half a dozen
different conferences ‘to ftake place in
one single room. I realise, as I stated, and
as [ now emphasise, that any additions to
Parliament House cannot he undertaken
immediately, There are other ditfienlties,
too, of which there is ne need to make
apectal mention. All members are well aware
of them,

My proposal is that the Government
should each year set aside a certain sum
of money so that in any one year there
would nat be o heavy strain upon the finances
of the State in respect of the completion of
Parliment House. Yhat that figure should
ho, van he determined.by semebody more
competent than 1.  Perhaps it could be
€16,000 or £20,000 a year and the work
might be put in hand in stages. It would as
evervbody agrees be some little while before
the work could be undertaken, As n hegin-
ning, it would be necessary to demolish the
rorrugated iron structure which is used by the
staff generally, and considerable work would
have to be done to provide acecommodation
for that staff. Thereafter it might be pos-
sible to add a room or two as money was
placed in the fund, and in course of time
the refinements or some of the better ap-
pnintments that are necessary could be added
until the building was finally completed.
I feel that unless some start is made the
huilding will never be completed. A< the
amount involved is fairly considerable, unless
an annual alloeation is made, the work is
likely to be still further postpoved, until we
shall reach the fime when that temporary
iron structure, which was erected 43 years
azo, will be celebrating its eentenary.

*  There hag been a good deal said in this
Chamber, and through the columns of the
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Press, about building materials. I have
reached the stage where I desire to sey a
few words regarding the Honorary Minister,
because her name has been most prominent
in counnection with this matter. Because of
astute ecampaigning, the impression generally
15 that some remarkable results have been
achieved, owing to the work and influence
of that Minister, in the bringing of con-
siderable quantities of material to Western
Aunstralia, T have asked a number of ques-
tions in this Chamber and have received
answers to them. In the first instance those
apswers revealed that many months ago—
as a matter of faet last year—there were
officers specially appointed by the then Gov-
crnment to do all in their power in various
capitals im the FEastern States—and the
answers fo my queries reveal which States
they visited—in order to secure greater al-
lotments of materials for Western Australia,

The Premier informed me that the final
authority for shipping allocation to Western
Australia was the Australian thppin;';
Board, Yet, whilst he may not have said
s0 in so many words, withont any question
the inference or the suggestion to the publie
generally was that the new Honorary Minis-
ter was responsible for the quantities of
goods that were being shipped to Western
Australin.  So I was, astonished at the
answer to a question I received last week.
That answer has been corrected this after-
noon by the Aeting Premier; but in any ca<e
the figures still revea] that a lesser tonnage
of shipping arrived at Fremantle from the
Kastern States during the first three month-
of the term of office of this Government,
as. against the final three months of the
Wise Government. Therefore, it appears
that there has been something in the nature
of a vaudeville with a particular Minister
clowning and making this pretence that her
super efforts were responsible for bringing
tremendaus supplies of goods to this State;
whereas, in fact, there has been a diminution
in quantity of the materials received from
the Eastern States. That is revealed in the
answers supplied by the Acting Premiey.

The Honorary Minister: Of the tonnage,
not the supplies.

Mr. GRAHAM: 1 do not appreciate the
fine distinetion. The faet remnins there has
been a lesser tonnage of materials arriving
from the Eastern States than previously.
Yet all the propaganda issued by the Hon-
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orary Minister served to make people believe
that otherwise was the case.

The Minister for Lands: You are miss-
ing the main point. She provided for es-
sential materials to come here, not toys,

Mr. GRAHAM: T realise that it is o
simple matter to interject in generalities,
I have before me a schedule setting out in
detail the various items of building ma-
terials, machinery and so on shipped. 1
had the return especially prepared so that
I would know what the situation was. I
made inyuiries from the Fremantle Har-
bour Trust and, in this IIouse, from the
Premier, and so 1 feel that I do know a
little about the matter. Tt will come as
a shock to the people of Western Austra-
lin to learn that, after all Lthis trampeting,
the results have been meagre indeed, and
that there has heen a falling off in the vol-
ume of supplies reaching this State. I
also asked a question about building per-
mits. It was answered—this experience is
not unusual—in a different form from what
I had anticipated, but among other things
it revealed that the number of permits
issued for new bmildings in this State for
the thrvee months’ ended the 31st Mareh of
this year was greater than for the three
months ended the 30th June last, which
diselosed a falling off.

The Chief Secretary: It was neecessary,
as too many permits had been issued.

Mr. GRAHAM: The Labour Government,
which was so trenchantly eriticised for its
inactivity in matters related to the supply
of materials and commodities to Western
Australia, had a better record than that of
the new Government, and the number of
new permits issued revealed that, in the
final quarter of the term of the Labour
(iovernment, more permits were issued for
new buildings than in the first three
months of office of the new Government.

The Chief Secretary: Without any regard
to the supplies of material available.

+ The Minister for Lands: Or to the finish-
ing of the homes.

Mr. GRAHAM: We must be fair'in that
regard.  The State Housing Commission
has an authority whieh, as far as I am
aware, is not subject to influence by mem-
bers or Ministers in the granting of per-
mits,

Hon. A. H. Panton: T wish that were so.
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Mr. GRAHAM: We make representa-
tions, but it is left to the diseretion of
the Commission whether or not a permit ia
granted, .

The Chief Secretary: Not entirely.

Mr. GRAIIAM: The same personnel, pre-
sumably working in aecordance with the
game general formula, in their wisdom
issued permits for 387 new buildings in the
quarter ended the 31st Mareh, and 580 in
the quarter ended the 30th June; this after
all the trumpeting that we have heard abount
what the new Government is doing. It
will have to make better efforts and show
greater results than we have witnessed up
to date. Whether the fault is that of the
State Housing Commission or not, I think
I am wechoing the sentiments of the preat
majority of members in saying that I am
extremely dissatisfied with the work that
is proceeding at present. There appear to
be cases of utter hardship listed, which may
receive favourable eonsideration after
three months, six months or some still mare
distant period in the future, while there
is a number of persons who, to my certain
knowledge, have no claim to houses—and
who would have no valid claim for the
next five years—bui have secured permits.
I have my own ideas as to how it is done,
I realise that it is extremely unfair to make
gzeneral statements of this nature, and
therefore I will pursue the matter no fur-
ther. -

The Chiel Secretary: You have already
pursued it too far. -

Mr. GRAHAM: One should he prepared
to quote aetual instances, and T eonld do
that, but I refuse to make myself a police-
mag.

The Honorary Minister: Do it!

Mr. GRAHAM: There is something radi-
cally wreng at present.

The Chief Secretary: Are you secusing
the Commission?

Mr. GRAHAM: I am making no aceusa-
tions at all, but T do make the assertion
that practically all members are dissatis-
fied with the eonditions at present obtain-
ing, and I desire to se some rectification
of the position.

The Minister for Lands: Were you satis-
fied with the position up to the 15th March?

Mr. GRAHAM: No. I have stated that
the bulk of my remarks this afternoon



368 -

would be made—unless I speecifically inti-
mated otkerwise—without any comparison
of one (lovernment with another. My
statements in this regard have perfect ap-
plication. I suggest that two members of
Parliament be co-opted to the Commission.
I have been told some alarming stories by
persons who should be in a position to
know, one of whom confessed that he had
been a party to practices which, to say
the least of it, are not all that could be
desired, though he said it was necessary for
him to do what he did in order to continue
in business. These stories may be eom-
pletely without foundation, but I know of
cases of persons having secured houkes
when, to my mind, they should not have
been able to do so, and when, on their own
admission—in  some  instanees—permits
should not have been granted to them, How
they achieved results favourable to them-
selves is not for me to say at this moment,
but there are other people living, four or
tive families, with children, in one house,
while a father, mother and three or four’
¢hildren are living in one room. There ard
people living in earavans, and yet for them
the position appears to he hopeless,

I hope and trust that everything is heing
conducted under the aegis of the State
Housing Commission, [ realise that the
Commissioners themselves cannot wateh
overy detail of the proceedings, We, as
members of Parliament, are the ones to
whom approaches are made by our eonsti-
tuents, and we are eriticised when they are
unable to obtain satisfaction, so I think we
should play some part in the matter. Tt
should be possible for a memher from the
Covernment side of the House and owe from
the Opposition side to have aceess to .the
files, to see what types of persons ave re-
eeiving permits, and to check them against
the types that are now receiving considera-
tion. Those members should be able gener-
ally to satisfy themselves that everything
is being done fair, square and above board,
to use the term generally applied. If my
suggestion is adopted by the Government, I
hope and trust that such members as are
co-opted will he given full authority to
serutinise the files, attend at meetings of the
Commission and generally to keep in eclose
contact with what is being dene.

Hon. A, H, Panton: To whom would they
report?
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Mr. GRAHAM: I feel that in the first
instance it would have some effect on the
officers of the Housing Commission. It
matters genetally were not being deali with
on a satisfactory basis, they could he ven-
tilated freely in this House, and there
would be somehody akin to other members
who conld, on their behalf, make inquiries
and check the records, in aceordance with
the facts as known to members. I will not
dilate further on the matter, but think some
consideration should be given to it.

The bulk of my remarks will now he re-
lated to the vexed and diffienlt problem of
transport and traffic matters generally. I
preface whal T have to say by the statement
that at 'no stage will I plead for better
transport in my own electorate, hut will deal
with the matter on a general basis. The
time has mrrived when eourage and a bold
poliey on the part of the Government are
required, irrespective of the political colonr .
of the Party occupying the Treasury hench.
The position is rapidly going from bad to
worse. Onc could easily say that it is neces-
sary to widen all the streets of Perth in
order to resolve many of our difficulties, but
I will make some suggestjons that I think
might help to overcome certain hoftlenecks
and provide a solution to many of the prob-
lems with which we are at present con-
fronted.

It is not necessary for me fo emphasize
existing difficulties. Tt is well known that
hoth in and beyond the immediate eity block
it is practically impossible for anyone to
park a car for more than 15 minutes, Some
memhber will probably interject to say that
one is lucky to find space in which to park
a car for even two minutes. Aw this is the
position obtaining now, some idea may be
had of the traffic jams that will oeeur when
there are still more vehicles on the roads.
One ean easily visualise that in the future
traffic will have practieally te bLe hanned
from the inner metropolitan area or, if not
that, then therg will have to bhe a ban on
parking within the immediate vicinity of
the chief eity block. That would constitnte
a tremendous handieap to business cnter-
prise and individuals generally who, in the
course of their daily work, must enter the
city to do their shopping,.and so on. We
must ask ourselves what obstructions at
present in the streets could reasonably
be cleared away.



[26 Aveust, 1947.]

On analysing the matter closely, I won-
der whether it is either necessary or de-
sirable to have permanently reserved on the
highways spaces for taxi vehicles. After
all, if anyone seeks to commence some other
business enterprise, he first establishes him-
self in hig own premises, on his own block
of land. As there is a great deal of
“huntin’ and shootin’” at present in the
case of street photographers operating on
the pavements—which are the pedestrians’
thoroughfare—I wonder whether private taxi
owners after being given reasonable notice,
should not be asked to provide their own
parking accommodation. After all, eertain
of them-—Essential Taxis, for instance,
which I think is the largest eoncern of all
—have their own rank, and there is nothing
diffienlt about ecalling a taxi. There are
plenty of publie telephones in prominent
positions, and in any case a walk of a
couple of hundred yards would be all that
would I)e'noeessar_v, in most cases, to hail
a taxi, But they are there, permanently
oecupying specially reserved spaces for 24
hours of the day. I believe that, with ad-
vantage, the private taxis eould be eliminated
from the streets so far as permanent parking
is concerned. The streets should be available
for traffic to pass to and fro and for limited
periods to come to a state of rest in order
that business might be done inside adjacent
premises.

My remarks about taxis apply cqually to
tracks, Wellington-street is one of the most
busy thoronghfares in the metropolitan
area. Yet from Queen-street to William-
street there is a whole line of trucks and
goods vans generally which have special
partz marked ont for them. To oceupy those
parts is their sole prerogative throughont
the hours of the day and night. Again I
say that persons who engage in business
enterprises should have property of their
own. Most of those trueks, admittedly, are
doing business with the Railway Depart-
ment, but here again I suggest that perhaps
the department itself could run a fleef of
trucks.

I gee no reason why a person, say, at
Narrogin, should not be able to consign an
article to a person, say, at Walcott-street,
Mt. Lawley, the train to bring it to the
central goods yards or parcels office and a
truck operated by the department to com-
plete the delivery, Af present the consignee
receives n note of advice or the matier is
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left to the diseretion of private operators as
to whether or not they convey the goods to
their destination. Surely the Railway De-
partment should endeavour to increase its
facilities and services by conveying goods
from the point of origin to the point of des-
tination without having other interesis ob-
truding at some stage of the journey. Some
thonght should be given to this idea, but,
in the first instance, I am concerned with
clearing the vehicles from permanent sta-
tions in congested thoroughfares of the city.

The Minister for Railways: You will find
that will be done in the very mear future.

Mr. GRAHAM: I am pleased to have that
assurance, Until there is a widening of the
main streets of the city, there will be no
real solution of the traffic problem. I appre-
ciste that strect-widening would bhe a tre-
mendous undertaking and one that would
have to form part of a long-range plan, but
I have s snggestion to make which might
go part of the way and would not be tre-
mendously expensive. At any rate it would
be a great hoon to the husiness community,
to pedestrians and fo users of the roads.
In the corner of this Chamber I have had
several dingrams displayed which may assist
members to follow the point I am endeavour-
ing to make. To be explicit and to demon-
strate what T intend withont using diagrams
is an execedingly difficult matter.

The position at present is that we have
only one sirect in the eity block worthy of
the name, namely, St. George's-terrace,
which is approximately 100 feet wide. Muar-
ray, Barrack and Williag streets are 66 feet
and Hay-street is ahout 53 feet wide. When
we eonsider that these streets have 10 feet
on either side, n total of 20 fect, taken from
the roadway to provide footpaths, we find
that Barrack-street has only 46 feet of road-
way and the foetpaths are very narrow, My
sugeestion is that there he resumed from the
ground floor of ahutting “huildinpgs a strip
approximately 15 feet wide, this portion to
be used for footpaths. The upper floors of
those huildings would still obtrude over that
space of 15 feet, but the pedestrians would
utilise as footpaths the areas which at pre-
sent are toughly oeceupied by the shop
fronts. The owners of the buildings would
have to sacrifiece 15 feet on the ground floor,
but other storeys would not he interfered
with. Because of the height of buildings and
their original construction, this would prob-
ably necessitate providing a colonnade for
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each new fontpath, instead of having veran-
dahs unsupported by posts, as seems to he
the tendency nowadeays. .

If we reflect upon the General Post Office,
we can visualise the situation, for there we
have what is tanfamoun{ {o an inner foot-
puth. My sugmestion might not be necessary
in the case of Forrest-plare, but in the other
streets I have mentioned, the footpath would
extend 15 feet into the inner portion of the
buildings. Under this scheme valuable space
would be taken from adjacent businesses,
but the situation that prevails is desperate
and is becoming worse yearly. The longer
the f{ackling of this problem is delayed, the
more congested will the streets beecome until
we shall be compelled to a great extent to
ban the traffic of those operating in the
central block. '

My ideas could be explained more fully
on another oecasion, but the result would be
to make Barraek, Murray and William
streets,, for example, the width of St
(Feorge's-terrace, except for about three feet,
The foqtpaths, instead of being 10 feet wide,
would be 15 feet wide, and the pavement
carrying the vehicular traffic would he 66 feet
instead of 46 as at present. In other words
there would be an overall increase of 50
per cent. in those thoroughfares. If that
were done, we would have something reason-
able in the way of streets and it would be
possible to introduce eleetrical flashing
signs, such as other capital cities have, for
the regulation of traffic. Their installation
is Impossible here owing to the narrowness
of the streets, impossible because vehicular
traffic could not be permitted to take the
rigcht-hand fturn as is done in other cities.
Perhaps these matters could be investigated,
but I believe I have suggested a way oub
of the difficulty and something that could
he done for a fraction of the cost that would
he enfailed by a complete resumption and
denmlition of the fronts of all the buildings
in the main streets of the central block.

In conjunction with this idea—-and it has
a diveet Learing on traffic problems and
general congestion—is the fact that the
streets of Perth were desipned to accom-
modate buildings of limited height. Natural
features such as the river on the south and
the railway station on the north compress
the eity aren, and the tendency is for the
¢ity to prow vertically instead of horizon-
tally. Thercfore it is necessary to impose
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some limitation on the Leight of buildings,
not an arbitrary height but soeh as might be
determined by some authority based on a
formula. I my ideas are worth anything,
I should limit the height of a building
frontage to the width of the street, In a
strect 66 feet wide, the maximum height
lo which the frontage of a building ecould
be erected would be 66 feet. Then it would
be neecssary to have a break equal to half
of the width of the street, 33 feet, before
the nex{ storeys were built. The frontages
of buildings aecordingly would take the
form mare or less of steps and stairs. In
this way the height of buildings could be
regitlated and the narrower the streets were,
the less would be the height of the buildings.

There are other factors. In a narrow
street where the buildings rise direetly from
the strect aligninent, there is only a very
short period of the day when any direet
sunlight penetrates. This point was brought
home forcibly to me when I visisted Mel-
bourne and found that what had originally
been rights of-way had become main tho-
ronghfares, and perhaps for only one or
one and a half hours in the day was there
any direct sunlight in them. As a conse-
quenee, in narrow streets from which build-
ings of e¢ight or 10 storeys rise directly,
the air is unwholesome and they are usually
damp and invariably dark becanse of the
shndows, What I have oflcred are merely
suggestions—a private member can do ne
move than offer suggesiions—but they may
contain a nucleus of ideas for easing a
situation that is becoming daily aggravated
so that the Int of pedestrians and of people
using vebicnlar traffie may be relieved.

The increase in the number of vehicles
on the roads has unfortunately been nc-
companied by an inerease in the number of
aceidents.  In certain direetions I eonsider
that improvements conld be effected. For
instante, many motorists rely upon the
hotn, and this tends to create a false sense
of secnrity and a general state of carcless-
ness. By making free use of the horn, a
motorist approaching an intersection will
proceed without slackening speed. 1 have
no wish ,to parade myself as a model, but
I do nof use the horn of my car more fre-
quently than about onee a fortnight. I re-
peat that there is a tendency amongst
motorists to proceed withoui checking their

speed, relying entirely upon the use of the
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born. Apart from the effect of the constant
noise of tooting upon people generally, I
helieve that if steps were taken to limit the
use of the horm, it would make for more
earcful handling on the part of motor-
drivers. I was given to understand that
traffiec police ecould intereept motorists in
Tasmania if they used their motor horns
exvessively, and that thoge horns were used
only on rare occasions.

Mr. Nimmo: They are not allowed to use
their horns at all. -

Mr. GRAHAM: That must be too bad if
there is a vehicle in front of another and
will not give way by going to the side of
the road. At any rate, some diminution
of this trouble, which causes so much care-
lessness, eould be put into effeet with re-
sults that would be gemerally fuvourable.
I have heen staggered in recent months
when I have paid partieular note to the
number of vehicles which have had only
one light. T refer to trucks, buses, cars,
and bieycles of varions sorts. It is inevit-
able that from time to time a headlight
will fuse, and a man may have to complete
his journey with only one light. The sugs
westion I am going to make could be ex-
tended over A number of years, but I am
cortain it wonld have the result I desire,
namely a reduction in the numher of acei-
dents that oceur.

All vehieles should be equipped with
twin lights. Cars have two headlights. I
am particularly concerned at the moment
with  motoreyeles and  pushbikes. The
reason why so many aceidents ocenr is that
when one light is seen eoming toward one
it registers in the mind as that of a motor-
eyele, - Too late the motorist may realise
that the one light is the only light on an
approaching truck. e swerves suddenly
to the left if he has time, but in doing so
he may perhaps strike trouble on that
other side. If motoreyeles were compelled
to ety twin lights and bicycles were
similarly equipped, that danger would be
obviated. People wounld know that if a
vehiele of any deseription was approaching
und had only one light on it, it must be
regarded as a danger signal, . One company
manufacturing motoreycles did equip its
vehicles with twin lights. They should be
placed sufficiently far apart to prevent their
having the appearance of one light a little
distance away, and arranged in such g form
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that they were distinguishable as two lights.
Surely it would he a warning to motorists
if only a single light was approaching. No
such warning is available under present'

conditions.

If any member were to motor through
the metropolitan area for hulf an hour,
taking whatever route he liked, I feel sure
he would encounter on the main highways
no less than half a dozen licensed vehicles
which had only one light showing. They
constitute a perpetual mengee.

The Minister for Railways: The police
have heen asked to take that matter up
strongly.

Mr. GRAHAM: I submit this suggestion
in the hope that something will come of it
and the present position will he improved.
T alse suggest that to minimise the danger
factor the traffie anthorities mipht in the
licensing of vehieles insist that the cab of
the driver on the right hand side of the
vehicle should extend at least as far as the
outside of the table top of the Eruck. .\t
present many trucks have s small eah in
which the driver sits. The sides may ex-
tend perhaps 2ft. on cither hand. If the
truek is loaded with goods it is impessihle
for the driver to give any siznal to those
behind him, and also impossible for him to
have any idea of whether any traffic is ap-
proaching him because he can neither rec
nor be seen when giving a signal. If that
guggestion were carried into effect it might
prevent a number of aceidents.

I also sugzgest that trucks should not have
tail lights in a position approximating the
rear axle but at the rear extremity of the
table top of the truck. The trouble is par-
ticularly noticeable where there is angle
parking. Any person approaching in an-
other vehicle on a dark night and seeing a
vehicle in front of him estimates the
amonnt of clearance he has, whereas he-
cause of the position of the tail light he
does not ohserve the overhang of the top
of the trmek. It would not be a bardship
to insist that the tail light is put where
T suggest. In many instances if a wehicle
is parked parallel to the kerb the driver
of a passing vehicle considers there is anf-
ficient space between him and the station-
ary vehiele to enable him to pass without
danger of contact, but aetually there may
Ire three or four feet of the vehicle that
extends on to the roadway and if another
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vehicle is approaching and the driver
swerves to avoid it, he may easily strike
the protruding part of the truck,

Many pushbikes have no tail lights at
all. Apparently it is sufficient for them to
have reflectors, or ‘‘eats’ eyes.”” In my
opinion, however, all such bieyeles should bhe
equipped with tail lights just as is the
case with four-wheeled vehieles.  These
bicyeles aré a constant hazard to every-
boidy. During the blackout periods of the
war the anthorities insisted on a white
dise four inches in dinmeter heing placed,
immediately "hehind the right reflector, sd
that it would show op clearly, That should
be insisted upon now and possibly the vear
mudguarid shoald also be painted white, If
these suggestions are adopted I feel sure
they will lead to a reduction in the number
of road aecidents.

It appears that the maximum period for
parking in the city is 15 minntes, That
is altogether too short, Tt iz impossible
for any person to- get through his business
in that period and conform to the reguia-
tion. I suggest the time be extended to an
hour. If every motorist conformed strietly
to the regulations there would be a constant
procession of ears on the move. That would
not only 'be cmbarrassing to other people
who were doing their business, but it would
clutter up the streets. TIf .vehicles were
allowed to park for an hour they woold stay
in thnt spot for that period uniil the ocen-
pants had coneluded their business,

No far as the right-hand torn is coneerned,
I think therp is a tendeney for that to be
overdone, It looks quite nice to sec two
lines of traffic going in opposite directions
with no traffic eutting aeross, One thinks an
excellent job is heing done and that the
trafic is being elearrd two or three times
faster than would otherwise he the case.
Members will realise, however,
order to get from one point to another it
is often necessary to eross half a dozen
intersections at least, Althongh one may
appear to be proeceding speedilv aeross the
intersection, one really is erossing g num-
her of intersections instead of only one
tn remech a given point. Tt would
be interesting to ascertain what difference
there would be on a particular day in the
week when right-hand turns were permitted
compared with the time when they were not
permitted. Appearances are often deceptive.

that in’
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I understand that vepresentations are to
be made, if that has not already been done,
to the Minister for Transport for a rever-
sion to the original tramway stops, I hope
he does not suceumb to those representa-
tions. It is no hardship to ask people to
walk an extra few yards o reach a publie
conveyance. If the trams have to make
twice as many stops as at present it will
take them so much longer to complete their
journeys. Already a ridienlous amount of
time is occupied in reaching the ity by
tram from outlying parts. The<change-over
lo the old stopping places would also affvet
the volume of service in that it would
inevitably he reduced.

The Minister for Railways: The represen-
tations have not yet been made.

Mr, GRAHAM : T hope the Minister will
not agree to the request if it is made,

I wish now fo say a word or two in con-
neetion with the Causeway and would ad-
dress my remarks in particular to the
DMinister for Transport, It would he a
tragedy if tram tracks were constructed
over the new Causeway. I am not criticising
anyone or attaching blame to anyone.

The Minister for Railways: It is a very
timely discussion,

Me, GRAHAM: I understand the Cause-
way is to cost about half a willion pounds
and that the Commissioner of Railways says
it will he a deeade before trams, generally
speaking, can be put out of econunission.
My view is that it will take longer than
that. The tendeney today is towards petrol-
driven buses or trolley-buses.  Burely we
ean exert every effort of which we ave eap-
able fo overecome the situation where there
will he tram tracks put aevoss the Cause-
way, with their unsightly overhead wires
and all the other accompaniments of the
tramway system. Trams would lead to a
general disloeation of traffie over that mest
important section of our main highways.

The Minister for Edueation: Tralley-bux
lines and poles arve equally unsightly.

Myr. GRAHAM: Yes. The economic cir-
cumstances would have to he taken into
consideration, as to whether it is not better
to use the natural fuel, that is to say conl
or power generated thevefrom, than to use
fuel brought from oversea.

The Minister for Edueation: Tt might he
better to use trams. They are performine
an efficient service in Melthourne.
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The Minister for Railways: Trams have
their place.

Mr., GRAHAM: Yes. I believe it will
cost an additional £15,000 to buttress and
strengthen the section of the Causeway con-
cerned to enable it to take trams over the
river, compared with what would be the
position if ordinary forms of transport were
used. I also-believe it would eost £10,000
to lay down tramlines over the new Cause-
way. I want to see the gituation overcome.
We must have some regard for the
thoroughfare on the other side of the Cause-
way. The member for Victoria Park will
agree that tramways are not only cunber-
some but immobile becayse they must ad-
here to a fixed position on the rails, Trams
cannot proceed to the kerbs and pick up
and set down passengers there. There is
usually a tremendous proeession of vehicles
hehind the trams passing over the Canse-
way, and the length of the Albany highway
is almost invariably econgested because of
the tramway service. That. is a position
whieh should not obtain. ]

1 want the Government to sirain every
nerve and sinew as well as its fnaneial
resources in “order that it may enlarge its
Heet of petrol-driven buses or its fleet of
trolley-buses to serve the people on the
other side of the river. T am doing this
chiefly out of consideration for the Cause-
.way, which I do not want to see defaced, and
in view of the other inconveniences depend-
ent upon the tramway system; for if the
power goes off they all stop, or if one
vehicle breaks down, it interferes with the
whole schedule. I wan{ to see these buses
ingtitnted. T understand that at the peak
period; hetween 5 p.n. and 6 p.aml, there
are 16 trams in commission plying back-
wards and forwards between Perth and Vie-
torin Park, and there are eight working on
the route to South Perth, It has been esti-
mated thai it would take 26 trolley-buses
or petrol-driven buses to serve Victoria
.Park, and 13 to serve South Penth, if the
trams were eliminated,

Hon. A. H. Panton: Do not Victoria
Park trams go to Subinco?

Mr. GRAHAM: Some do. But we can
deal with all those things in due course,
though I do not want to be more extensive
than T have heen up to date. What I have
said would mean that practically 40 .mew
buses or trolley-buses would be required to
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service people on the other side of the river.
It should not bhe beyond the capacity of the
(GGovernment to proeure those vchicles. Even
at the heighf of the war it was apparently
possible for private bns companies to secure
new vehicles. There has been, in certain
directions, an easement of the sitwation and
if the Government were to proceed with the
venture in a whole-hearted way, I feel it
conld get the necessary vehicles—a total of
approximately 40—to climinate trams travel-
ling to the southern suburbs and the un-
sightly overhead wires that exist, although
I am not so concerned about them. I de-
finitely do not want to see tram tracks over
the new Csauseway, however. 1 mentioned
that we would require 40 new vehicles of
the type in use.. But if the Government
were to embark on the use of semi-trailers,
such as the greater number of the private
bus companies are now operating, or double- ,
decker trolley-buses such as I have seen
operating in South Australia—

The Minister for Education: The double-
deckers are very slow.

Mr. GRAHAM: They may be, but they
would be faster than the trams are at pre-
sent, patrticularly taking into aceount the
tremendous ‘waits at the loops and so on,
speaking with particular reference to the
southern suburbs but also with reference
to Oshorne Park and other places. If larger
vehicles were used, it would mean that the
number would be approximately the same
as the number of trams displaced. At the
peak pertod, 24 are used now, so 24 larger
vehicles would do the job. Those vehicles
are more silent and travel more rapidly, and
consequently a more frequent serviece eould
probably be provided. Instead of a eitizen
living on the other side of the river taking
three-quarters of an hour to get into town,
he eould do it in a considerably reduced
period. I feel it ts worth while to make an
efflort to institute buses or trolley-huses, so
that we shall pot have tramlines going over
the Causeway. The trams thus released from
duty could be used to replace some of those
that, I nnderstand, are falling to pieces, and
perhaps to supplement the timetables oper-
ating elsewhere at present.

The Government operates a petrol-driven
bus service to City Beach at week-ends and
holiday periods, but it is impossible to pro-
vide a service to the full extent required.
If more petrol buses were pul into commis-
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sion, those which were used only at peak
periods could be employed at week-ends and
on holidays to supplement the City Beach
service, In addition, I learn from certain
loea]l governing authorities who happen to
possess buses that they are able to derive a
constant revenue from the use of those buses
during slack periods by hiring them to sport-
ing bodies desiring to travel to various
places on Saturdays and Sundays to take
part in sporting fixtures. Some of our buses
could be used at partienlar times outside
the peak period to take parties of visitors
on tours of different areas. The Minister for
Transport knows how popular is the hills
train service conducted on Sundays, Buses
would not be limited in the same way as
trains as to the places to which they could
travel, and would consequently be even more
popular,

There are one or two other matters to
which I wish to refer. I appreciate quite
fully that the Government did not express
sny opposition to a 40-hour week, as cer-
tain people have sought to make out in a
number of places, with which, ineidentally,
I have been associated. The Minister said
that this Government was not opposed
to the shorter week, but questioned whether
the present was the proper time to shorten
hours. I want to be quite clear in the mat-
ter. I think the (fovernment made a psycho-

logical error in transferring its affections:

from the counsel who had been engaged by
the previous Uovernment, to eounsel oppos-
ing the application of the 40-hour week. I
know that it has made no difference what-
soever, because I understand the informa-
tion from Western Australin was purely
factual and siatistical. The same evidence
wonld have heen given no matter to which
counsel the Government gave its blessing.
Rut that transfer immediately created the
psychological feeling, which does not re-
quire much fostering, that the new Govern-
ment of this State is against the worker.
That is so because one of its first actions
was to appose the 40-honr week. I want to
see the hest possible done for the State and
the people living in it at the moment, and
let us hope we ¢an lay a few foundations
for the future, too.

The Government made a psychologieal
blunder here. There was no need to change
eounsel, and if it had not done so there
would not have been any criticism by the
worker. There is n tremendous suspicion

[ASSEMBLY.]

that anti-Labour Government and econsti-
tuted aunthority are against the interests of
the worker. I fee]l that if specific leads
were given, the working people would ap-
preciate their responsibilities. I know that
a thorough investigation is being made into
the 40-hour week, but I feel that we, too,
as a Parlinment can do something in the
maiter. I ean speak only of the State Par.
liament because I have no influence in the
Federal sphere, and in any ecase its suth-
ority in industrial matters is extremely
limited or, at least, doubtful. I suggest
that if members opposite feel that the

‘workers are not doing all that they conld—

and I am expressing no opinion on the mat-
ter—some inducement might be offered to
them.

[The Deputy Speaker took the Chair.)

Suppose—and this information could be
eagily aseertained—the per eapita output of
the workers of Western Australia—and I
would prefer to see this on a Common-
wealth-wide basis——ig so mueh at the present
time, say 100 units, the workers could be
told that if their per capita production
reached 102 units or 105 units or some other
figure, their hours would be reduced. Of
course, there is a responsibility resting
upon the management in this regard. I
would like to see the hours reduced inmedi-
ately to 40, but at the same time many
people say, perhaps with a certain measure
of justification, that a sudden drop like that
would interfere with our eeonomy, and
severely limit production, If the premises
be true—T could Gnish quicker, perhaps, if
conversations between members were not so
andible’ to me—that a reduction of hours
from 44 to 40 is too great, it could perhaps
be done in stages by making the working
hours first of all 43, then 42, then 41 and
ultimately 40. I am seeking a form of com-
promise, or some way out. If the employ-
ers say rigidly, ‘' We cannot stand any re-
duction in hours,”’ and the workers say,
with 'vigour, ‘“We want a 40-hour week im-
mediately,”’ and the Government is a little
afraid of the situation, then we should see
if we can do something to make the work-
ers responsible.  They could be given some
system whereby they could earn for them-
selves the 40-hour week—at least in part—
and there would be no great reduction.in
working hours. ‘
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I desire to refer to one other matter, but
I realise that I have spoken far too long in
the estimation of members, and certainly
much longer than was my intention when I
rose. Probably there will be an amount of
disagreement with some of the views I have
expressed. It is only natural that there
should be some difference of outlook be-
tween members, otherwise we would not be
sitting on epposite sides of the House. I
sincerely hope that some notice will be
taken of at least some of the points I have
made so that one private member can have
the experience—and believe me it will he a
new one on me—of playing a part in this
Parliament and being more than merely a
messenger for the constituents he repre-
sents.

Sitting suspended from 6.15 till 7.30 pm

MR. SMITH (Brown Hill-Ivanhoe)
[7.30]: Mr. Deputy Speaker, I desire to
congratulate both youn and the Speaker on
your promotion, and the Government also,
on its aseent to the Treasury bench. I think
I am right in saying that its success at the
last election came as a great surprise, not
only to the Parties represented in this
House, but to the people of the State gener-
ally. I thought—and I believe that many
other members, at least on this side of the
House, thought—that the indifference dis-
played by the electors at the election was
an indieation that they had confidence in
the existing regime, hut, as events turned
out, we found that the bird of hope was
once more on the wing. I always thought,
when we were diseussing the question of a
reform of the franchise for the Upper House,
that we put np a good ease. That ecase
rested upon the fact that the working class
people of Western Australia were very
much disadvantaged by the franchise that
applies to that House but, as the result of
the last election, the people of Western Aus-
‘tralia have added to our irritations by re-
turning, on an adult franchise, a Govern-
ment comprised—in the majority—of Lib-
eral and Country Party representatives and,
as a eonsequence of that, this State is now
exposed to all the disadvantages that are

supposed to arise from a single chamber
form of Government.

When the Labour Party is in power in
this House the only House of Parliament
that really matters, in the final analysis,
is the Legislative Council, buf when a
Liberal-Country Party Government oc-
cupies the Treasury beneh the only
House that matters is this, the Legislative
Assembly. I was pleased to see that the
Government included in the Cabinet the
member for Subiaco, the Honorary Minister,
although I question the wisdom of that in-
clusion. I question it on these grounds,
that Lady Asquith, in her book entitled
“Off the Record” stated, “Eventually women
got what they wanted, the franchise, What
have they done with it?" Tt may be said
that women are not sufficiently educated to
‘become famous as members of the Flouse
of Commons. “Women can never be suf-
fieiently educated to become first-rate poli-

. ticians,” Lady Asquith said.

The Honorary Minister: Only mothers of
men.

Mr. SMITH: Can we see a woman be-
coming Prime Minister of England? I can-
not imagine a greater ecalamity than that
those isles should be under the guidance of
a woman at No. 10 Downing Street. The
qualities required in a Prime Minister are
a balanced judgment, a power of dclibera-
tion, to be open to reason aud, above all,
to suspend judgment. The cleverer 2 woman
is—Lady Asquith says—the less likely she
is to suspend judgment, Reason, she said,
is not a strong part of a woman’s intellect.
Intuition, perhaps; prejudice, often; eour-
age, alwavs, A woman is less human than a
man, Lady Asquith says, and—as the writer
in “The West Australian,” who quoted that
extraet from Lady Asquith’s book, snid,

,“Who am I to dizpute such an authority 1’

The disputation of Lady Asquith’s conten-
tion now rests with the memher for Subiaco,
the Honorary Minister in the new Govern-
ment, I will say this for her, that T have a
great deal of respect for her ability and
courage. I think she hag that something
about her that Emerson calls charaeter,
which begets an expectation that will out-
run her performance.

Mr, Yates: She will do us.

Mr. SMITH: There is nothing to laugh
about in that, and there iz nothing insulting
in it. As a definition of “character” I would
prefer that of Emerson to any other that I
have read. I suggest that the State of
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Western Australia is now in for a taste of
petticoat government, because I well ap-
preciate her strength of character and re-
member how she dominated the Liberal
Party when she sat on this side of the House,
and dictated its policy in respect of boards
of contro] and other important matters. T
am glad the hon. member insisted upon
having a seat on the front beneh.

The Honorary Minister: I am glad I
did, too.

Mr, SMITH: It is a striking example of
her courage., She will now he able to read
ler speeches without any interruption from
the Speaker, a privilege that is not ex-
tended to us in these lower sections of the
House. I am not opposed to members read-
ing their speeches in this Chamber. I should
like to see an alteration of the rule in that
respect, because I consider it would be far
hetter to listen to something that was com-
posed and written with great care and de-
liberation and with the assistance of experts
—if members like people with o facility for
phrasing—than to have to listen to some of
the attempts that I and others make in this
Housp extempore in the hope that the
Speaker will not interfere with us too much
if we make some reference to our notes.

Several members have spoken during this
debate shout the position oecupied by an
ordinary member in this Chamher. I was
rather intrigued with the reply given by
Professur Murdoeh recently to a question,
“Is Parliament too powerful?” I was in-
trigued, not only with its literary construc-
tion, but alse with the perspicacity he dis-
played in eonncetion with the rights and
privileges of private members. T shall not
tead all of it, but here is an extract— '

When our young member was elected, he
thonght—

I do not know whether the Professor was
thinking of the member for Middle Swan—

—ar at least his mother thought e was abont
to liecome one of those who make the laws
ot the land and command the applause of
listening senators Ly his eloquence. Alas! He
soon discovers that Senates neither applaud nor
listen to him, if he combined the gifts of
Demosthenes, Cicero and the two Pitts, Modern
Senates are beyond eloguence;

How well we know it!
—thiey prefer tlie solid qualities—

Such ax the Premier possesses, I should sav.
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—of guch a statesman as the Duke of Devon-
shire, who performed the remarkable feat of
yawning in the middle of one of his own
speeches,

I think those observations are perfeetly
true. Prof. Murdoch, to my knowledge,
has never been a member of Parliament, but
he has a fairly good insight into its gen-
eral set-up. As a private member, I realise
that I have not very much anthority—

Hon. W. D. Johnson: Has Parliament
the authority?

Mr, SMITH :—and very little influence.
However, T do not want to diseuss that as-
pect at the present stage. Joseph Chamber-
lain once said when addressing a meeting
of Unionists at Birmingham—

There must be ups and downs in politics.

I ean safely say that any Government that
endeavours honestly to grapple with the
great problems of its time will lose a certain
amount of support, and that that is why the
Labour Party lost a certain amount of sup-
port at the recent election, sufficient to lose
the Treasury bench, hecause it was grapp-
ling, during its term of office and during
the terms of its predecessors in the 14 years
that hag heen bruited ahovt in this debate,
with the great problems of its time,

During the eleetion campaign “The West
Australian”’ had a theme running throngh
its leading articles ahout the things that
were left undene and pointing out that some
of the decline in the econditions of social
sorvices must naturally be attribuled to the
great contingency of war. But some of the
deeline extended even further bhack., ‘*The
West Australian” used to say that there was
very litfle exeuse for that, but there has
been a good excuse for the administration
of the Lahour Government and decline—
if members like to put it that way—of
social services right through the whole of
its 14 vears of office, Members know what
the position® was when Labour took over in
1933 after three years of a National-Country
Party Government, when the onlvy work
provided for unemployed men was the dig-
ging of grass out of gutters, in most in-
stanees, Members know the general finan-
cial set-up in Australia at that time and in
subsequent wears. The member for Sussex
referred to the banking policy of the Labour
Governme:ni, The control of this country
financially during those years—

Mr. Bovell: Failed!
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Mr. SMITH:—was in the hands of Sir
Robert Gibson, Chairman of the Common-
wealth Bank Board, consisting of repre-
sentatives of finaneial und commercial in-
terests, the commereial interests being re-
presented in one instance by a pig farmer,
and he i3 supposed to make deductions from
the disenssions that take place-on the ques-
tions of financing puhlic works in Australia
during the depression!

The Minister for Lands: Where is your
authority to eriticise? Who are you?

Mr, SMITH: Where is my anthority? My
authority is Sir Robert Gibson’s own actions,
hecause he told the Governments of that day
that he would only Anance them for public
works to the extent of £7,000,000. Subse-
quently, as a result of pressure, not only
from the Governments but from the people,
he was compelled to inerease that sum to
£21,000,000. Do not ask me where 1 have
my authority to eriticise these people! I
refer the Minister o the results of such
policy at the time and in subsequent years.

The Minister for Railways: It is easy to
be wise after the event.

Mr. SMITH: I remember that in Yhis
State we sat down to a Cabinet meeting with
a hst of approved undertakings, every one
of which had been investigated. The esti-
mated cost of those undertakings was
£5,000,000 and they included the rehabilita-
tion of the railways, the building of schools
and works of that nature. The cost of the
undertakings we had in front of us was
£5,000,000, but £1,600,000 was the amount
made available for the purpose of initiating
them. When the Minister for Railways pub-
licly announces that some of the things which
will be revealed by the present Royal Com-
missioner will be hair-raising, I will tell him
one thing the Royal Commissioner will not
reveal, and that is where the Government of
that day eould have obtained the money to
do any better than it did.

T ean remember when the Minister for
Employment, or the Minister for Labour, as
T think we ecalled him then—the member for
Northam—was worried—in 1938—beeause of
the inerense of unemployment in the State
in that year. Over 7,000 men were on Gov-
ernment relief work or on the dole. Why
was. there an increase in unemployment?
Because there was decreased employment in
the timber and the housing industries, about
which there is so much complaint today. In

trer
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1939 the figures were even worse. In 1940,
notwithstanding that the war had then been
proceeding for several months, unemploy-
ment was higher than it had been sinee the
year 1936, It was 10.5 per cent. of the re-
porting trade unionists in that period. So,
when people ask, why did not the Labour
Government do this, that or the other during
its 14 years of office, I reply that it was
due to the fact that the Government was
grappling with great problems at the time,
that there were thousands of hungry men
and women in the State looking for work
which the Government had to provide, with
very slender resonrces. In consequence, the
Government was compelled to initiate and
carry out works in which the proportion of
labour was as high as it conld possibly be
and the proportion of materials.as low as it
¢ould possibly be.

Getting back to the question of the
authority and the influenee of private mem-
bers in this Chamber, I have represented a
goldmining constituency for the past 15
years, During the whole of that period no
representations whatever have been inade to
me about the difficulties with which the gold-
mining industry might have been contending
by the employing section of the industry—
by the Chamber of Mines. The employing
section did not ask me 1o protest when the
Commonwealth Government eut out the gold
bonus under the Financial Emergency Act.
I had ne representaiions made to me to try
to induce the Labour Government to abolish
income tax under what we called the State
uniform tax when the Government of the
day taxed the mining industry on its profits
to the extent of 3s, 1034d. in the pound;
nor did I have any representations made to
me nor did I enter into the diseussions on
the State gold profits tax.

I have had no representations made to me
as to the liguidating of goldmining *ecom-
panies for the purpose of transferring their
registration from London to Australia to
avoid paying British income tax which those
on the London register are now paying. I
had no representation made to me as to the
transfer of one mine that was hitterly com-
plaining of the British Excess Profit Tax of
100 per cent. which hit it so badly. I do not
blame the Chamber of Mines for that. I
was quite friendly with the late secretary of
the Chamber; he used to welecome me when
I went to see him, but he never sent for me.
I know the present secrefary, but T blame
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nejther him nor the Chamber for not making
representations to me, as they knew they
conld go direct to the Minister for Mines,
who would be flattered by the fact that they
had approached him direet. They know I
have little or no authority as a private mem-
ber; they know the general set-up of Parlia-
ment; they know the influence that a pri-
vate member has in the genera) construction
of & Government and the Houses of which
it is comprised, and the day wiil come when
the people will realise it, too. Then some
changes will have to bhe made.

Because the Chamber of Mines makes ne
reference to me as to the industry, I am not
aware of the fact that it is now in a desper-
ate plight. I would be aware of it if I took
notice of such nunreliable authorities as,
say, the Mining Editor of “The West Aus-
tralian™ or other people who are engag-
ing in propaganda in connection with
the industry at the present time
for the purpose of giving a stab in the
back to the Commonwealth Government
and for another reason, too, that the mem-
for Mt. Magnet will appreciate; and that
is the fact that the employees in the indus-

try will be going into the Arbitration,

Courf next month for a new award. I get
my information from other sources and T
find that the estimated, value of the gold
for 1946 was £6,640,069; that the gold re-
ceived at the MMint totalled 616,963 fne
ounces; that the gold reported to the de-
partment was 618,607 fine ounces, an in-
erease on the previous year of 148,700
ounces; and that the tonmage of ore re-
ported dmring 1946 was 2,194,477 tons, an
increase on the previous year of 457,885
tons. The dividends paid during 1948, most
likely on the 1945 profit, were £713,926, an
increase on the previous year of £255,447.
Right throughout the war period the Lake
View and Star paid a dividend of 37 per
cent. on its capital, and quite recently it
reported in the Press that it hoped soon
to be able to restore the 50 per cent.
formerly enjoyed by the shareholders.

I hear from time to time that the Com-
monwealth Government does not look at the
goldmining industry in the right perspec-
tive, I would like to know what the right
perspective is. I hear members arguing
that they should get a gold bonus and that
the Commonwealth Government shonld
aholish the gold tax in the interests of the
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goldmining industry; generally, that the
(Commonwealth Government should do some-
thing in eonneetion with the goldmining in.
dustry, as though it had done nothing.
Quite recently the Australian Mines and
Metals Association issued a report in which
it satd that the mining industry is now free
of sales tax on all equipment and supplies
for actual wse in mining and treatment
operptions, including equipment for the
transport of raw materials between the
mines and treatment works, and of the
finished produets, to the wharf, railhead or
site of lirst storage.

The directors of the Australian Mines
and Metals Association have reported that
these concessions give them pgreater free-
dom from sales fax than since the sales
tax was introduced. Speeinl war import
duty was abolished and ad valorem taxes
have heen reduced on mining machinery
and, in some cases, abolished nltogether.
After referring to apparatus and machinery
for use in mining operations and in the
treatment of produets of those operations
having heen exempt from primage duty for
a number of years, the report concludes—

Therefore it ean be said that hoth as ‘o

customs duty and sales tax the present posi-
tion iy satisfactory. '

T yeferved a little while age to the fact that
under the State income tax mining eom-
panies paid 3s. 10%3d. in the pound un
their profits, Under the uniform Federal
tax they do not pay anvthing at all.  Gold-
mining cnmpanies are free of tax wnwr
uniform taxation, and it is probably the
only industry in Australia that is free of
such tax. I know that the base metal in-
dustry is not. I know, too, that T repre-
sented the workers recently on a mining
panel which the Commonweallll {iovern-
ment set up and which was comprized of
both Federal and State representatives.
Naturally, the question of taxation was dis-
cussed hy that panel. Some representn-
tives of the mining industry in Australin
who are pretty expert on this question of
taxation made out a very goad case on fc-

" count of their ability in connection with de-

pletion ailowance for the base metal min-
ing industry, and representations were made
to the Commonweslth Government in that
connection. No representations were made
to the Commonwealth Government en that
oceasion in connection with the mold tux.
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No voice wns raised by any representa-
tive advoenting the abolition of the gold
tax. They knew the wonderful concession
it is to he free of income tax under the uni-
form taxation laws. I think all of us know
what a wonderful concession it would be.
1 know the goldmining industry is hit pretty
heavily—that is, those on the London
register—in  comnection with British  in-
come tax. The Commonwealth Government
is not responsible for that. I notice from
the Mines Department’s reports that in the
year 1903 the average tonnage raised awd
treated per man employed in the industry
was 104.30 tons. I will not read the figures
for all the years, but in 1936 it was 162.57
tons; in 1943, it was 406.30 tons; and in
1945, it was 362.85 tons, T do not know
what was the figure for 1946 becanse I have
not been able to get the Mines Depart-
ment'y estimate of the number of men em-
ployed in the indostry.

If those figures mean anything—T do not
say they do, but if they mean anything—
there is a clear indication in them that there
has been increased productivity in the gold-
mining industry ag a result of the intro-
duction of the shorter working week. The
costs, some people say, are much lower in
the goldmining industry in Western Aunstra-
lia than they are even in South Africa
where black labour in. employed. I have
often heard the efficiency of the Australian
miner remarked upon in this Chamber and
elsewherc; that he would compare more
than favourably with miners in any other
part of ihe world. Bui of course I was
never a tool sharpener, and I have never
pushed a truck in the mining industry so
1 am not supposed to know too much ahout
it and its 70 or 80 different vocations of
which the member for Mt. Magnet could
speak, or its wide ramifications ahout which
some people know everything there'is to
know. 8o I have to quote authorities, and
what T am ahout to quote comes from the
“Mining and Commercial Review” of March
of this year. It is an article by Morton
Webber, a member of the Institnte of Min-
ingfEngineers. He is g man of whom we
can say what we like, but he is nobody's
fool, The “Mining and Commercial Review™
realises that becanse it frequently publishes
his articles, and in this one, which appears
on page 16 of the March issue we find the
following ;:—
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Some years back the writer claimed that the
form of gold costing was unsatistactory. He
claimed that annual accounts should clearly
state the cost of producing the fine ounce or
the dwt.; thit submitting costs per erude ton
of orc did not present the picture, Gold mine
A could present a low cost per erude ton, the
B. mine crude figure might be higher, Yet
the B mine could produce the gold ounce
vheaper thau mine A, notwithatanding a higher
erude cost. People even closely associated with
the industry are of opinion that the mining
costs of the Rand mines are the lowest in the
world, Tf gold costing was based on the
method of costing in copper and lead mines
of the United States and Canada, that is, on
the unit of metal produced, the object of thn
husiness, it will be found that the cost of pro-
ducing gold, by the major gold mines of Ans-
tralia is considerably lower than South Africa.
1 do not think the mining industry is in the
desperate posilion some people allege. I do
not even apree with the circulars issued
from time to time by the Chamber of Mines,
advocating an inerease ju the price of gold.
I do not think the arguments are logical.
The eirenlars are badly composed and writ-
ten by sonieane with a rather poor idea of
geonomies, A recent one drew attention
to the fact that when America increased
the price of gold from 20 dollars 67 cents
to 35 dollars it had a wonderful effect on the
depression then existing because of falling
costs and falling prices. But you cannot
raise prices without raising costs,  That
was the purpose of the American Govern-
ment at that time. The idea, under its New
Deal legislation, was io try to cushion the
worst effects of the depression by raising”
the priee of gold in that country from 20
dollars 67 cents to 35 dollars, and the Pre-
sident of that country was given the author-
ity to raise it to 40 dollars if he thought it
necessary. But that alteration was made
on a falling market. 1t was to cushion the
effect, not of rising prices and rising costs,
but of falling prices and falling eosts.

The goldmining indastry got the benefit
of that rise almost immediately, but its
effects on prices and costs were not im-
mediate. Tt was some time before they
were felt in the prices and costs of other
commodities, The goldmining industry got
the benefit dnring the whole time that prices
and costs were struggling to rise under the
influence of the inerease in the price of gold,
which is what ultimately happened, but it
would not be the remedy at this stage to
increase the price of gold because prices
and costs are rising. When it was done
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they were, of course, falling, and it was
the logieal thing to do in the ejrcumstances.
Reference has also been made to the neces-
sity for a free market for gold. The fixed
price of gold is the sheet anchor of the in-
dustry’s prosperity. Jf there were a free
market, instead of gold heing £10 an ounce
it would prohably be £10 & Ib.  Gold is
bringing £20 an ounce in Bombay, at pre-
senf, but what has that got to do with it?

If every country in the world offered its
great gold holdings and flooded that market,
how much would gold be in Bombay then?
The price of gold is what it is today, and
what it always has been, because it is a con-
trolled commodity with a fixed price. As [
said before, it is the gheet anchor of the pros-
perity of goldmining, and those interested
in the industry know it. I understand the
member for Yilgarn-Coolgardie to say that
the pold tax was .imposed on all gold
whether those who won it were showing a
profit or nof.  Naturally, that is not the
case. Since it first eame into operation in
1940 some £4,072,110 has been collected by
way of gold tax, but there have been re-
funds made amounting to £941,131. What
are these refunds for, I would like to ask
the memher for Yilgarn-Coolgardie? On
what basis and for what reason were they
made?

Mr. Kelly: That is only one fifth, anyway.

[The Speaker resumed the Chair.]

)

Mr. BMITH: That does not matter.
Refunds have been made to prospectors
where the reward of their efforts has been
Jess than 25 ounces, and to companies who,
during the vear in which the tax has been
imposed, have not shown a profit. In my
opinion the Commonwealth Government ir
most anxious to assist the mining industry
generally throughout Awustralia; not only
the goldmining andustry but the base metal
mining industry too, Some questions as to

whether the Commonwealth Government had-

set aside a sum of money for the rehabilita-
tion of the goldmining industry were recently
answered in this House by the Chief Sec-
retary, but slthough his answers were fact-
ual they did not present the whole picture
of the Commonwealth Government’s in-
terest in the goldmining industry, and in its
rehabilitation,

[ASSEMBLY.]

During the war the Mines Departwent
of this State sent out a questionnaire to
various mining undertakings, asking the
managements to give an estimate of their
possible requirements for rehabilitation after
the war, The Mines Departments in the
othey States did likewise. As the result of
that aetion the Mining Panel had hefore
it what might be called a rough estimate
of the probable requirements. It was not
an estimate made after a thorough investi-
gation by mining officials, but one based on
requests made by the managements of mining
propositions generally. When the Common-
wealth Government saw the figure which was
over £300,000, it said, “We will not set aside
£300,000 to caver these possible and probahle
requirements. We will fix no limit what-
ever to the amount of money we are prepared
to advance for the rehahilitation of the gold-
mining industry.” The requests put forward
are fivst investigated by officers of the Mines
Departments of the various States, and of
the Bureau of Mineral Resources, which is
a Commonwealth Government set-up.

The officers of the Departments of Mines
and of that Commonwealth bureau are
working and acting in co-operation in the
investigation of the requests for loans for
the rehabilitation of the industry. The Com-
monwealth Government has also set up an
inter-departmental committee, as a kiud of
preliminary body. 1t has been set up, in
tentative fashion, to consider the recom-
mendations of officers of State and Com-
monwealth departments to that Dbody, on
which the Treasurer is represented, for ad-
vances subject to the conditions laid down.
The Commonwealth Government has a sin-
cere and real interest in the mining industry
throughout Australia, but there are difficul-
ties in its way, The various States are
jealous of their rights to mineral resourees
within their boundaries.

When the Commonwealth Government
wanted to call the Burean of Mineral Re-
sources the “Burean of Mines,” ohjection
to that nomenclature was raised by several
States. A little thing tike that upset them,
so the representatives of the Commonwealth
Government and of the Burean of Mineral
Resources have to walk warily, not like a
cat on hot bricks, but like a eat on bricks
some of which are hot. The member for
Leederville well knows ‘that there are diffi-
culties in the way of getting what some
people might regard as the full measure
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of co-operation between this Commonwealth
set-up—the Bureau of Mineral Resources—
and the various State Mines Departmests,

When we come to tackle the problem it is
found to be not as easy as it looks. When
people talk to me about the Commonwealth
Government not looking at the mining in-
dustry in the right perspective, I feel it
is time to say somcthing in its defence. I
think that the Government which preceded
the present one had a hard row to hoe, and
that the new Government will probably find
things much easier. Whether it finds things
casy or tough, I am satisfied that ultimately,
just as time and cirenmstances operated
against the Labour Gavernment, so will they
operate against this one.

The Minister for Lands: That is a cer-
tainty, :

MR. FOX (South Fremantle) [8.27]: 1
feel diffident in rising to speak after the
fine oration delivered by the member for
Brownhill-Ivanhoe. At the outset, Mr.
Speaker, I desire, with other members, to
congratulate you on your acecession to the
Speakership. I am sure you were as much
surprised at your election to your present
olffice as the Premier was at being elected
to his position. I do not think either you,
Sir, or the Premier, had the slightest idea
that those would be two results of the elec-
tion.

The Minister for Lands: I do not think
you had the slightest idea that you would
be sitting on that side of the House.

Mr. FOX: It wag a race, with 'the out-
siders getting home by a neck. Had it
heen possible to enter a protest you would
have heen disquelified for doping at least
~some of the voters. Much has been said
of the propaganda circulated during the
clection campaign. A great deal of it re-
ferred to the so-ealled housing muddle.
The present Government knew guite well
that the maximum eoffort was made hy
its predecessor. It knew it could not
do more if it attained the Treasury bench,
Tt led some of the house-hungry people to
helieve that it would build them houses
nuickly. These people have had time in
which to think, and they now realise that
it eannot he done. Though the Government
may fool the people for a little time, retri-
bution will overtake it just as it did the
Mitchell-Latham Government in 1933,
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Let us see who is responsible for the
housing muddle. The Commonwealth Gov-
ernment, the National-Country Party Gov-
ernment, although it was sapposed to be
a Country Party Government, did nothing
for the primary producers during its 27%
vears of office. In 1925 it passed a Bill
providing £25,000,000 for housing. They
knew the condition of housing throughout
Australia. A Commission had sat and had
set out the housing conditions in all the
States. Within a mile of the Melbourne
Town Hall there were thousands of sub-
standard houses—houses without wash-
troughs or washbasing sloms of |every
deseription. The same thing existed in all
the States and exists today. But nothing
was done. What a good opportunity there
was during the depression to cateh ap with
hounsing requirements. The Government
eould have huilt thousands of homes in-
stead of employing men on the streets to
puil up grass, as the member for Brown
Hill-Tvanhoe said. The housing position
should never have heen allowed to get in-
to such a state.

But that is not all the story. The
Workers Homes’ Board was established in
1911, but never had borrowing powers.
Although there were thousands of pounds
of trust funds in Perth that the hoard
could have used, it had not the power to
do se.  Bills had been passed by this
Chamber to empower the board to borrow,
but time after time they were thrown out
in the Upper House. That was respongilfle
somewhat for the lag in housing. What
could have been done during the depres-
sion? What could the Labour Party have
done had it had unlimited money at its
disposal, if the Housing Trust had had
money? There were only the rents com-
ing in from houses built from 1911
onwards. :

Even worse than this was the fact that,
in 1937, the Labour Government seeured
the passing of a measure to authorise the
building of houses for letting. "Houses of
four or five rooms could have been built
at that time for £300 to £540 and let at
14s. 6d. to 16s. Gd. a week. At present
simitar houses wonld cost £900 or £1,000
to build. However, another place—per-
haps 1 should eall it the abattoirs—
rejected it. We shall have to work over-
time sending up Bills if that Chamber this
session is to maintain its record for kill-
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ing, That House threw out the Bill in
1937 that would have enabled the Govern-
ment to build houses for letting, Had
that measure been passed, we would have
hatl two years of intensive house-building
operations, which would have assisted
greatly to overtake the lag in housing.
Consequently, instead of the Labour Party
being responsible for the lag in housing,
it is doo entirely to the National Govern-
went in the Federal sphere and to the
nembers opposite who had their representa-
tives in contro] in another place.

During the election campaign, I had a
fair amount of time to read the newspapers
and study the photographs that were pub-
liched. T believe that the present Govern-
ment is the most-photographed Government
we have had in the history of this State.
In fact T believe that Clark (able would
he jealous of it.

The Chief Secretary: Because
dving something. That is why.

Mr. FOX: I have not noticed the Chief
Secretary's photograph.

Hon, F. J. 8. Wise: Becanse of his looks.

Mr, FOX: When coming into town one
morning a friend, who is a good supporter
of the present Government, asked me whe-
ther I had seen the photograph of the Cabi-
net published in that day’s paper. I do not
think the Minister for Works was in the
group; he seemed to have been eunt out.

Hon. A, H, Panton: Perhaps they did not
want to gpoil the picture.

M», FOX: I do not think he would have
spoilt it. I saw a picture of him once taken
on a&n open plain, and it reminded me of a
pictare published doring the war, depicting
o soldier on a hill-top saying to himself,
“Will they never come?’ My friend re-
marked, “This iz a fine picture, I am proud
to be 8 member of this Party. It has its
roots deep in the seil of Britain.” T replied,
“1t is very nice of you to say so, but the
Labour Party also has its roots deep in the
soil of Britain and for centuries has never
rhanged its name at all. It would never
have survived but for the fact of its being
hased on something solid—honesty and
humanitarianism.” I asked him to turn to
the next page and look at another picture.
T believe T have it amongst my notes,

The Minister for Works: It will not help
you one way or another.

Mr. FOX: I do not suppose it will,

The Minister for Lands: It will help to
make up & speech.

we  are

Mr. FOX: I am afraid I have mislaid it.
It was a photograph of the British Chan-
cellor of the Exchequer marching through
the strects of Dorset at the head of a pro-
cession  celebrating the ecentenary of
the Todpuddle martyrs, That was a
case of some farm labourers being
prosecuted for forming a trade union
They formed a union in the summet
of 1833, The agrieultural labourers of the
Dorset village had received notiee from the
employers that their wages, which had aver-
aged 9s. 4d. a week and had been reduced
fo 8s. and then to 7s., were to be further re-
duced to 6s. a week. In order to resist the
reduction, fwo brothers named Loveless
formed a friendly society of agricultural
labourers. This brought the Tory Party to
arms and it set about finding means to com-
bat the movement.

The Chief Secretary: How many years
ago was that?

Mr. FOX: I am not going to he inter-
rupted by the Minister.

Mr. SPEAKER: Order!

Mr. FOX: The men were prosecuted for
having formed a trade union and sentenced
to transportation for seven years. Although
they were entitled at that time fo form o
trade union, an old Act passed in 1797 was
invoked and they were charged with having
taken an unlawful oath. In reality, it was
an action to check the growth of trade
unionism. In reply to the Chief Secretary’s
interjeetion, I might inform him that his
Party is deseended from that Party of 1833.
He is the same as he was then, though mel-
lowed a little by time and necessity.

The Minister for Works: Good solid argu-
ment!

Mr. FOX : When the proposal for the 40-
hour week was made, we could realise how
strongly opposed to that innovation the pre-
sent Government would be, I have heard
apologies made for Ministers, but I shall
give one or two quotations from newspaper
reports to show the attitude of the new
Government to the 40-hour week.

Mr. Styants: Do not be too hard!

Mr. FOX; This is a statement by Mr. L.
L. Carter, Secretary of the FEmployers’
Federation. I might mention that, during
the previous election eampaign, Mr. Carter
was organiser for the Liberal Party, but the
Party discovered that it had made a tactieal
blunder by employing him in that capacity
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and did not appoint him to act in the recent
election, Mr. Carter was reported as fol-
lows :—

Redueed hours should not apply to Western
Australin beeause it was at a great diswlvan-
tage compared with its competitor States.
There was a deliberate go-slow policy in cer-
tain Western Australian industries. He men-
tioned the coal mining, timber and building
industries. The State Government, which was
in an ynsound finaneial position, was not in a
position to grant a 40-hour week.

Tn an unsound financial position! The
Leader of the Opposition has told the House
of the legacy he left the new Government—

The Minister for Railways: We know all
ahout that, )

Mr. FOX: —a poliey of public works and
a Treasury overflowing. In the *Daily
News'" of the 11th April, 1947, under big
headlines we find the following, “Western
Australia Will Oppose the 40-Hour Week.”
The article reads——

The new Liberal Government is expected to
withdraw its support from the 40-hour casc
today or tomorrow.

The *“Daily News' had some inside informa-
tion! The report continues—

Mr, Sholl, who is8 appearing for certain em-
pleyers, snid that if the 40-hour weck were
granted by the court he would ask that the
Western Australian employers be exeluded for
speeial economic reasoms,

They are dying very hard! The following
appeared in “The West Australian” of the
16th April—

Western Australia's ehanged attitude to the
introduction of a 40-honr week was announced
in the Federal Arbitration Court today by Mr,
D, . Williams.  “*Western Awstraliag is no
longer in favour of a 40-hour week.’’

The “West Australian” must have had some
definite information from the Government
to make a statement of that kind. On the
16th April, 1947, the following appeared in
“The West Austratian’ ;-——

A change in the Western Australian Govern-
ment’s representation in the 40-hour week case
before the Commonweslth Arbitration Court
was announced yesterday by the Minister for
Lahour (Mr. Thorn). He said that Mr. K,
Ashkanasay, K.(., who was representing the
Victorian and Tasmanian Labour Governments
at the hearing, would no longer represent the
W.A, Government. Instead, the State would
he represented by Mr. D. C. Williams, who is
nlso apnearing for the South Australian Gov-
crnment,

The change in counsel follows new instrue-
tiona on the State's attitude to the 40-hour
week claim consequent onm the recent change
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of Government. Previously, with the Wise Gov-
crnment in office, the State joined with the
New South Wales, Victorian and Tesmanian
Government in supporting the 40-hour week
elaim without uapparently any qualifieations.
Last weeck, however, the new Minister for
Labour, announced, in effect, the withdrawal
of unqualified support by the State. He said
it had heen decided to take the attitude that
the introduction of the shorter week should be
left to the court to decide when the time wax
opportune. Tn view of housing and supply
shortages the Government did not eonsider the
present was an opportune time. Mr., Thorn
said that Mr. Williams, in stating the opposi-
tion of South Australia to the 40-hour week,
maintgined that its introdvetion wag not in the
public interest af present.
The time is never opportune for any im-
provement in the conditions of the worker.
Employers in New South Wales have stated
their intenlion of appealing to the High
Court on the constitutionality of the 40-hour
weck Act passed in that State. Those arg
some of the statements made in “The West
Australian,” which is the organ of the pre-
gent Government and which maps out its
policy. - So there we have the attitude of
the State Government on the 40-hour week.

Hen, J. B. Slecman:, The leopard cannot
change hig spots! It is the same old policy!

My, ¥OX: They are the same as the
party was in 1833. They have the same
policy. T have been an industrialist for the
creater part of my life, as has the member
for Leederville and other members on this
side of the House. We have had to fight
like hell for every little coneession we have
got.  The 40-hour week is one of the hext
amenities we could get, because we have no
opportunity of adding to our wages in the
way that some members on the epposite side
of the Chamber can add to their incomes.
Incidentally, the member for Geraldton said
that the job of a member of Parlinment
should be a full-time one. I do not know
what he is going to do about it. T think
that most members on the opposife side of
the Chamber have at least two occupations,
but that is by the way. Had the wor not
intervened the 40-hour week wounld have
been general throughout the world.

The Chief Seeretary: No-one is objecting
to the 40-hour week. .

Mr. Styanis: Not much! Not that you
would notice!

Hon. A. H. Panton: What a tale!

Mr. FOX: Even Mussolini introduced the
40-hour working week in Italy.
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The Chief Sceretary: I think it an excel-
lent idea.

Member: Where is Mussolini now?

Mz. FOX: It does not matter. He intro-
duced the 40-hour week. Sarely, if it were
rood enough for Mussolini to do that, we
ought to do it alse.

The Minister for Works: You are getting
sounder and sounder!

Mr. FOX: I know the Minister for Works
would not be in favour of a 40-hour week.

The Minister for Works: No-one is rais-
ing any objection to it.

Mr, POX: What ahont the statements T
read from “The West Australian” and the
“Daily News"?

The Minister for
again,

Mr, FOX: The Government must have
wiven definite instructions to oppose the 40-
hour week. The Government said, “Whether
vou like it or not, it has to go.”

The Ministet for Works: We Jeave it to
the Arbitration Court.

Mr. FOX : The 40-hour week was brought
in in Ameriea in 1933. Before then Ameriea
had a 36-hour week in some industries,

The Chief Seeretary: The men work
piecework in America, 35 hours a week.

Mr. FOX: They do not.

Mr. SPEAKER: Order!
sation, please.

Mr. FOX: In some industries in England
the men work 40 bours.

Hon. J, B. Sleeman: What hours do the
lawyers work?

Mr. FOX: They do not work at all, ex-
vept points.  The 40-hour week is one of
the few amenities that workers are looking
forward io and they are justified in doing
so. The great advances in science and
machinery Jjustify them in looking forward
to it. As I came to town this morning
1 saw a maehine which does the work of 40
men, It wag shifting sand to form an oval
at Bast Fremantle. Other machines are
doing the work of 100 men. In Melbourne
recently T was at a glass works and saw
a machine in which the material was put
in at the top and came out as glass bottles
at the bottom. The machine even stacked
the bottles.

Works: Read them

Less conver-
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The Minister for Railways: Did it fill

them?¢

Mr, FOX: That obtains in many other
industries. It is only natural to look for-
ward to the shorter working week so as to
give the men additional leisure,  That is
the only way they can get it, :

I wish to say a few words on the housing
problem. T suppose T have been,to the
Workers” Homes Board as often as most
members of Parliament. The Fremantle
district is a crowded area, with sub-stand-
ard houses. There has heen an influx of
population there of late and many people
in “the district have been married. The
member for Kalgoorlie told us there were
4,000 marriages in the State last year and
my districc had a fair proportion o
them, I was sorry to hear some members
say that they had approached the Premier
with a wiew to getting an allocation of
honis. 1 do not think any member should
approach a Minister in order to get him to
induee the Housing Commission to allocate a
home for anybody. Despite what some mem-
bers have said in this Chamber, I think the
Housing Commission is doing an excellent job.
No Minsterial influence should be brought
to bear by any member in order to secnre
n concession for a eonstituent. I have never
approached a Minister while the Labour Gov-
ernment was in power on this subject, and
I hope that any Minister who is approached
on the question of honsing will turn a deaf
ear to any such request and say that the
Housing Commission is there to deal with
applications on their merits. T think that
is the fairest method. -

Hon. A. H. Panton: I got more sympathy
as a private member than I did as a Minister.
T can say that honestly,

Mr. FOX: Doubtless some people may
have got houses to whieh they were nof en-
titled. One is sure to find such instances
where there is a big undertaking; but, so far
+s those in control of the Housing Trust are
concerned, I have complete confidenee in
them and am content to leave to their dis-
cretion the alloeation of houses as they think
fit. I do not agree with the policy alto-
wether. I did not ngree with it while the
Labour Government was in office. For in-
stante, young married people, even if they
have no children, should be given an oppor-
tunity to get a home of their own, I know
how difficult it is. There are thousands of
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applications, but I know of young married
people, with pno children, who have been
married four and five years and have been
unable to secure a home.
women do not care to have children while
living in rooms or with their in-laws. That
is a very bad start for a young eouple. They
should not he compelled to live with a
mother-in-law, not that I would say any-
thing derogatory about a wmother-in-law.
Mother-in-law are about the average, as good
as anybody else; that has been my ex-
perience.

If young people are away on their own
they get a sense of responsibility which
makes them more competenf, I think they
should be able to get out and create a home
of their own. We are losing population in
this way. I might mention another in-
stance in which T put up a strong case for
ap unmarried man to get a home. He is 35
vears of age and engaged to a girl of 29.
He has all his furniture made and is capable
of doing all the inside wood-work himself.
Both he and the woman are getting past the
prime of life. Iv think the fertility of
women deereases after 32 or 33, so he has
not much chance of having a very big
family. People in circumsiances like that
should be given homes. He is so situated
that he cannot take a wife home to his
family, [ tried o secure consideration for
him on two oceasions. I did my level hest,
but the board turned down the application.
It may have been right. The hoard said

that there weve thousands of other more de-

serving eases where there were three or four
units in  the family—sometimes more. T
know that to be corrveef, because we are put-
ting up such cases from Fremantle nearly
every day,

We have people coming to us who are
living under very bad housing conditions.
At the same time, I think the Commission
as it is coustituted at present is a very good
one. We have Mr. Reid as chairman. He
hag occupied the position for a long time.
The other members are Mr. Harler, a eivil
servant; Mrv. Clare, Prineipal Architect; Mr,
Bryan, a master builder; and Mr. Coram,

representing  the building trades, The
latter is a plaomber and knows a lot
gbhont building, They all koow a
good deal about the snbject, Only

two are pawd salaries, and the amount is
small. I know the housing position is very

Many young -

385

diificult, and this (Government is going to
have a very bard job to live up to ils pro-
mises which are impossible of fulfilment,
People come to me day after day and say,
“We thought we were surg to get a house
now the new Government is in office. It
made a lot of promises.” T reply, “A lot of
you will have quite a long wait yet! Yeon
have no ehance of getting & house for years
to come.” Members opposite know that just
as well as do members on this side of the
House.

Hon. J. B. Sleen:an: You know what the
Minister for Works promised them.

Mr, FOX: Yes, I know.

Hon, J. B. Sleeman: He promised that
two-unit families wonld get a house.

Mr, FOX: Yes.
The Chief Secretary: So they will!

Mr, FOX: That has not eventuated yet,
though! there may be some odd cases where
some two-unit families have got homes. But
I often question whether they should have
got them. I do not know what is behind it,
but I have no complaint to make of the
administrative work of the housing auth-
orities, .

A matter to which the member for
Northam referred was the retirement of
My, Sechroeder from the Children’s Court.
I very much regret that the Government
took that action.  He was a man who
hrought a wealth of knowledge to the
position he oecupied. Ie was very sym-
pathetie to children who came before him,
especially first offender’s, and was very
good at advising them. I know there are
many first offenders who appeared before
him, and who have never since been
eharged in that court. I am sorry to see
it has heen hinted that a legal man is to
he put in control of the court. If there
is one place where we need commonsense
and understanding, it is in the Children’s
Conrt, and we are not going to get thaose
things from the legal profession. Their
whole teaching is in the opposite direetion.
It is not like the teaching of Mr. Schroeder,
which wag to uplift people. He has en-
deavoured to do that, and he had many
more years service in front of him, The
Government made a mistake in retiring him,

Hon. J. B. Bleeman: 1 suppose they will
put a relation in his place.

z
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Mr. POX: Yes, I suppose so. 1 think
when the member for Geraldton was speak-
ing he hinted that Mr. Schroeder might be
a relative of the member for Northam;
but he missed on that, so he said that Mr.
Schroeder was living in Northam, He
missed on that also. I do not know what
other subterfuge he then put forward,
What he did not say was that the Minister
for lealth has apointed his brother-in-law
to the position of magistrate in Kalgoorlie.
He evidently forgot that. I have no com-
plaint to make about that, either.

The Minister for Railways: The Minister
for Health?

Mre. FOX: Yea.
The Minister for Railways: He did not.

Mr. FOX: In the Legislative Counecil. If
it was not his brother-in-law it was his
nephew or some other relation,

The Minister for Works: He did not
appoint him,

The Chief Secretary: I thought it was
the Attorncy General who did that sort of
thing!

Mr. FOX: The hon. member got up and
censured the member for Northam dfor
appoing'ng Mr. Schroeder, but he did not
refer to the apointment of Mr. Draper
to the position of magistrate in Kalgoorlie.

The Minister for Works: The Minister
for Health did not do that.

Mr. FOX: A relation of the Minister for
Tlealth has heen appointed, whether he
did the appointing or not. He influenced
the Cabinet to appoint him.

The Chief Secretary: The appointment
was made on the recommendation of the
Attorney General.

Mr. FOX: We know all about that! I
wus going to say, when I was so rudely
interrupted, that it is hard to find men like
Mr. Schroeder. I know only one other I
have met in the last nine or ten years,
and that is the pgentleman who was
formerly in charge of the Swan Boys
Home, Mr. Birch. They are two men
whose equal in dealing with children it
would bhe very hard fo find.  When Mr.
Sehroeder was in the Children’s Court in
Fremantle some years ago, the Navy re-
fused to enlist a voung boy hecause he had
had a conviction vecorded arainst him. T
did a bit of kicking up on his behalf, but
Ar. Sehroeder came in afterwards and, as
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a resuly of his intervention, since then the
Navy has waived its objection to taking
hoys who have Children’s Court convictions.
It was noticeable that Mr. Schroeder did
not impose a penalty on first offenders but
let them go and gave them good adviee. I
have been in the court often and seen him
talking to boys and girls,

Mr. May: As a first offender?

Mr. FOX: No, just & looker-on, 1 have
heen hefore the eourt on industrial matters
a few times. I suppose anvhody who has
been & union secretary ean hardly have
escaped that, because in sueh a position one
cannot do much hefore heing hauled up
by the powers that be and asked to answer
questions as to why he did this or why he
did that. I noticed that recently therz was
a letter in the paper from a gentleman who
signed himself G. Burgoyne. He referred
to some honour being given to a gentleman
who had done something in the way of sug-
gesting the eonstruection of the pipeline
from Mundaring to Kalgoorlie. I had
heard rumours that a knightbood was to be
handed out to this gentleman for making
the suggestion that this pipeline should be
constructed. Ile made that suggestion on
the 25th November, 1895. I was personally
acquainted with a man named Talbot, ‘who
lived at Mulline near where T once resided,
and who wiote to the papers in 1894, on
the 8th March, suggesting—

The Minister for Works: Why not ad-
dress the Chair instead of the member for
Coltic?

Hon. A. H. Panton: He wants to get his
name in “The Daily News” as well as you.

Mr. FOX: I should think the Minister
would leave it to the Speaker to call me to
ovder instead of usurping his functions.

Hon. A. R. G. Hawke: A well-merited
rebuke! ‘

Mr. FOX: On the 8th March, 1894, Mr.
Talbot wrote to the papers and suggested
that a pipeline should be run from the
coast to Kalgoorlie, and John Marr, on the
4th September, 1894, also wrote {o the
papers. IHc suggested that a series of
pumping stations should be established he-
tween Mundaring and Kalgoorlie, Tt was on
the 25th November, 1895, a year and eight
months later that Nat Harper, whom I knew
many years ago, made the same suggestion
at a dinner at Kanowna. If any honours
are to be handed out I wounld like to wec
them go to the people most entitled to them.
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It the Government is thinking of distribut-
ing honours it should ask the Historieal
Society to look up its records tv see who is
responsible for the tirst suggestion that it
would be a good scheme to pump water from
Mundaring to Kalgoorlie in order to supply
the Goldfields, I have no objeetion to such
an honour so long as it goes to the person
most entitled to it.

Hon. J. B. Sleeman: Would this Burgoyne
chap know anything about it?

Mr. FOX: I think he would.

My. Grayden: Why not take it on the
evidence of Sir John Forrest?

Mr. FOX: We are admirers of his. He
was a greet Western Aunstralian, I have been
over a lot of the country that he traversed,
hut I do not think the hon. member wonld
manage it because he would probably die of
thirst. Sir John Forrest was not only a
great statesman, but a wonderful explorer.
As I have said, I have travelled over a lot of
the country that he went through, but when
I was there it was well watered. The Gold-
ficlds had cxtended and we were able to
travel over the country in a horse and sulky,
and the horse was able to find its way back
if we were not able to. The hon. member
must not insinuate that we have not a great
admiraiion for Sir John Forrest.

Mr. SPEARKER: Order! The hon. mem-
ber wilt address the Chair.

Myr. TON: I want fo say a few words
abont the fishing industry. Before the
Labour Government weng out of office it had
on the stocks a Bill to be introduced this
session.  This is one of the mest important
industries in Australia but unfortunately
there has been no organisation among the
fishermen, Many of them are Italians and
Slavs, and only a few are Australians. It
is an industry to which the Australian does
not take too kindly on account of the hard-
ships. It is not a very nice ocreupation. In
the month of July we have rain and hlowy

« wenther, and rough seas. These things make

ihe industry very hard for those engaged in
it. Up till 1943 or 1945 there was no
organisation at 2ll, and then an attempt was
made to organise, but unfortunately those
in the towns away from Fremantle, where
there were only a few fishermen, compared
with Fremantle, conld not agree on the gues-
tion of voting. Those in the outports want-
ed to have the same voling power as the
fishermen at Fremantle where there are
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about 400 engaged in the industry. As a
congequence theve are gt the present time
two associations of fishermen, namely, the
League of Professional Fishermen, com-
posed of fishermen at Geraldton, Bunbury,
Alhany and Denmark, and other places, and
then there is the Fremantle body, But they
all agree on one thing, that they want a
board. Even the wholesalers in Perth agree
on that. All the fish in Western Australia
is controlled by five people. The reason
they are in favour of the board is, I suppose,
their fear of a eo-operative society being
formed, which would leave them high and
dry. ey

We in  Australia consume a  very
small quantity of fish—about 20.71b. per
person per year, The biggest part of that
is imported. Only about 91b. of local fish,
per head of population, is consumed an-
nuzlly. The price of fish is very high, and
I believe that if we had a board, and the
fishing indusiry were betler controlled, we
could create a better fish market. With the
idex of giving the fishermen a kick-off in
1943, the Commonwealth authorities eco-
opted the loecal fisheries inspector, and ene
or two others, and they fixed the price for
fish. They based the price on the assump-
tion that all men in the fishing industry
were earning an  average of £7 10s. per
weelk Lhronghout the. year. The fishermen
say that not 15 per cent. of those engaged
in the industry earn that much throughout
the vear, and when we consider how boister-
ong pur winter is we can readily understand
that £7 10s. is a bit too high. Even if they
do carn that much it is a very low wage for
men whose boats are worth from £1,500 to
£€2.000, and I know of one party whose boat
is valued at £3,000, So, not mueh was allowed
for the deprecintion of their hoats and gear.
I hope the present Government will give
some consideration to the question of estab-
lishing a hoard in order to give the fisher-
men nf Western Aunstralia an opportunity to
build up their markets and make a decent
livelihood.

v The member for Vieloria Park deplored
the fact that a very large take of erays had
heen removed during the last six months or
so. Well, cravfish are plentifn} from New
South Wales around to Geraldton, and erav-
{ishing has heen going on for the last 50 or
60 vears. T do not know whether previously
anyone had pone into it on the same seale as
the people of Fremantle, but T do not think
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there is much fear of our crayfish supplies
being rapidly depleted. One great loss to
the people is brought about because the
whole of the crayfish, with the exception of
the tail, is thrown into the sea. The part
disearded would make valuable fertiliser if
it were possible for the boats to earry it, but
unfortunately the boats are too small.

The Minister for Lands: A factory is be-
ing built now at Geraldton.

Mr. FOX: Yes, but the boats are not big
cnough to bring the crayfish bodies in. If
this conld be done it would: be very helpful
to the farmers and others. 1 inftoduced a
deputation from the Fremantle City Couneil
to the Minister for Works in connection
with the way that South Beach, and other
beaches south of Fremantle, are heing spoil-
ed, Over the years the Governmenl bas
built moles and the Ash market jetty at Fre-
mantle, and those who eonsider themselves
expert in these things are of the opinion
that these moles have deflected the currents
coming up from the Sonth-West, with the
result that the beaches have beer over-run
with water every winter and are being de-
stroyed. We have a very fine heach at South
Fremantle; it is one of the safest for chil-
dren in Western Australia- There are no
sharks there—not even land sharks. The
Government has a railway line running adja-
vent fo the beach, and there may also he a
danger of that being submerged. We
approached the Minister for Works to see
whether anything eould be done. The Labour
(Government, now sitting in Opposition, went
30-30 with the Fremantle Council in putting
out a proyne in order to arrest the sand that
sweeps up from the South-West. That sand
was expected to build up a beach. Unfor-
tunately the stones used in the groyne were
too small, and during the winter months
they were completely swept away.

The Minister for Works: What did you

say?

Mr. FOX: It has been completely swept
away.

The Minister for Works: That i1s not so.
It is either swept away, or it is not, and the
stones are still there.

Mr. FOX: What is left serves no good
purpose at all.

Mr. SPEAKER: Order!

Mr. FOX: We approached the Minister
in the hope that he might write off the sum
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due by the Fremantle City Council, but T
nnderstand that ihat has not been done.

The Minister for Works: Youn have not
vet received your reply. When you get it
I think you will heve a pleasant snrprise.

Mr. FOX: What is really needed there, in
order to preserve the benches, is a series of
groynes running out 40 or 50 feet to arrest
the sand, and so build up the beaches. I
think the Government is partly responsibie
for the condition of the beaches there, owing
to the necessary construction of the moles
and the fish market jetty. In consideration
of that T believe the (Government should run
out ong or two grovnes in that avea, as an
experiment. One groyne was constructed,
as T have said, but unfortunately the winter
weather was vough and swept away the
stones of which it was built.

i
MR. LESLIE (Mt. Marshall) [9.13]: I

wish, first of all, te extend my formal con-
gratulations to you, Mr. Speaker, on your
olevation to the bigh position that you now
ocenpy. In my econgratulations I also in-
clude the Chairman of Committces. I am
quite satisfied that, at the end of your long
term of office in the Chair—

Hon. J. T. Tonkin: That is wishful
, thinking.
Mr. LESLIE: It is eonlidence. 1 am

satisfied, Mr. Speaker, that by then both
you and the Chairman of Committees will
have added some brilliance to the lustre that
already adorns vour respective positions.
Although the other xide has already start-
ed on me, T take this opportunity of
expressing my appreciation of the courtesy
that members of the Opposition extended to
me while they occapied Ministerial posi-
tions,

Hon. A. H. Panton: We will go qmetly
now.

Mr. LESLIE: T say that in all honesty
and sincerity. I received courtesy and con- °
sideration at their hands always, and some-
times consideration to an extent that T—
in my ignorance at that time--did not think
I was likely to receive, belonging, as I did,
to the other side. I unhesitatingly give
them that amount of credit. I alse extend
my congratulations to the oceupants of the
Treasury hench, T believe the correct thing
to do would be to extend congratulations
to the people of the country for the quality



[26AvcTsT, 1947.]

of members cecupying the Treasury bench
today.

Ilon. A, H. Panton: That should be worth
a sergeant's stripes.

My, LESLIE: During the course of the
debate a very pessimistic tone has heen used.
T am not inelined to adopt such an atti-
tude. 1 believe the future of this country
is such as to justify the utmost optimism.
I nm satisfied that the Government, if it
carries out ‘the programme mentioned in
His Execllency’s speech—that Ministers are
determined to increase the production and
prosperity of owr great primary industries,
that seientifie researeh is being extended
and that marketing schemes are under con-
stderntion—will he sueeessful. I feel con-
fident that, building the administration of
the State upon such a foundation, we -have
promise of a good future. I visnalise the
task of government as being not only a
matter of orgunisation and administration,
which are its primary responsibilities, hut
as including the exercise of a wide and
far-reaching vision in tackling national

prohlems.
In its approach to sueh problems the
Government must consider utilising  the .

natural resourees of the State to the hest
possﬂ;le advantage. An expanding popu-
lation, presperity and constant gainful em-
ployment, together with a high standard of
living, are possible only if we aim for a

steady inerease in produetion, in both pri- -

mary and secondary industries. Successful
govermment can be achieved only when it
envisages the future of the country on that
hasis, which is the broadest of any. A
Government which, as has happened in the
past, succumbs to the temptation to deal
with national problems by means of tem-
porary expedients such as resfrieting pro-
duction, is heading for a fall, and is
dragging the country with it

It is regrettoble that “restrietion” is a
word in common use today. It hegan in

the carly 1930's when economic problems’

avosp and, as a temporary expedient, Gov-
crnments decided that restriction was the
only means of overcoming their difficulties.
That veminds me of the doctor who adopted
- the expedient, in order to relieve pain or re-
move an illness, of killing the patient, Both
the pain and the problem disappeared. The
policy of restrietion has becn. adopted by
Governments, both Commonwealth and
State. T have here world authorities to tell
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this and future Governments that restric-
tion is a wrong policy to adopt. At some
time most of us are acensed—particularly
if we are in publie life—of having bees in
our bonnets. On the other side of the House
we have a member who is an authority with
very firm convictions about gold standards.
Other members have similar fetishes, and
I am prepared to be labelled as an anti-
restrictionist.  Moreover, T am prepared to
show by quoting some pf the highest auth-
orities in the world that my opinions are
based upon something solid.

There is a body known as the Food and
Agrieultural Organisation of the TUnited
Nations whieh, for the last two or three
years, has been earrying on a ecomplete sur-
vey of the food position throughout the
world. On the Commission are representa-
tives of 37 nations, who reeently made a
caveful survey of the food position in no
fewer than 70 countries of the world, and
have hased their comparisons not on pres-
ent day but on pre-war data. The report
shows that the opinions I have expressed
in this Honse on a number of occasions are
solidly based. 4

Hon. J. T. Tonkin: What is the date
of the report?

My, LESLIE: T am quoting from the re-
port of July, 1946. I have later reports.

Hon. J. T. Tonkin: I think you want to
read their commodity series, 1947

Mr. LESLIE: This one will do for the
moment. They show there is not sufficient
food being produced in the world to feed the
nations on a decently high standard. I
concede for the benefit of the member for
North-East Fremantle that they might deal
in later reports with particular commodi-
ties in which they raise the problem of
surpluses in  some eountries and under-
production in others, but I selected this
report beeause it gives a survey of the
ultimate objective. The report deals very
satisfactorily with surpluses. If we arc ta
adopt the recommendations, it will be found
that there is no problem of sarplus such
as we have known it when people in our
own State were under-nourished and under-
fed while foodstuffs rotted on the farms, at
railway stations and on the wharfside. Such
a position would never arise. From the
report dated the 5th July, 1946, I quote
the background, of the survey as follows:—

It is well-known that there is mueh starva-
tion and malnutrition in the world. Millions
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of people never get enough te eat, and much
larger numbers, not actually hungry, do not
obtain the kind of diet necessary for health.
Vague knowledge that this situation exists is
not enough; facts and figures are needed if
the nations ate to attempt to do away with
famine and malnutrition.

Later on the report points out that the
world needs more food both to feed more
people and also to feed the people better.
In Table V. of the report is shown in per-
centages the amounnt of increases in supplies
required for the 70 countries in the sur-
vey, assuming that the targets set out are
to be reached by 1960. That is a long way
ahead and the world population will have
risen 25-per eent. by that date. The report
adds—

This estimate of food needs in 1860 gives
some iden of the magnitude of the task to be
undertaken and the opportunities ‘ahead for
feod producers if the nations set out to im-
preve nutrition on a world seale.

I am emphasising the words “the magnitude
of ‘the task” hecause there arc some people
who still tell us that the days of restriction
must eontinue. Yet the task, we are told
by the report, will be ohe of magnitude till
1960, The table shows the inereases over
pre-war supplies required to meet the tar-
gets, plos the need based on the assumption
of a 25 per cent. inerease in world popula-
tion, to be as follows:—

(erenls .. .. .. 21 per cent.
Roots and tubers .. .. 27 per cent.
Rugar . .. .. 12 per cent.
Fats . . .. 34 per cvent.
T*ulsen . . -, 80 per cent.
Fruit and vegetnbles 163 per ecent.
Meat . .. .. 46 per cent.
Milk 100 per cent.

»
Those are the increases required to meet a
reasonable nutrition target by 1960, Later
on the report states—

By 1960 original ealories would have to he
invreased by 90 per cent. in comparison with
thie pre-war value. Fifty-five per cent. of this
tnerense is arcounted for by improvements in
the diet and 35 pere eont. by population growth,
By 1970, the iuerease in original calories re-
quired womld e shout 110 per cent,

In other words, if we are to attain the nutn-
tion standard throughout the world for all
nations, we require a 90 per cent. overall
inercase in onr production by 1960, and if
we are to continue that standard with a
. rising population of only 25 per cent., then
by 1970 our pre-war production would
have to be increased 110 per cent. Yet we
gtill have people who say that the outlook
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for agrienlture production is gloomy and
that we ought to impose restrictions. The
report continues— °

Clearly, to double the food supplies, in term
of original calories, in the less developed
countries will require a great expansion in
agricultural resources, and indeed in all other
resources ag well. Larpge increascs in imports
may be needed also. That would cail for ex-
panded production in exporting countries as
well as production of commodities in the im-
porting countries to trade for food. Nothing
less is involved than a transformation of life
in all its nspeets, which challenges the best
efforts of science and imdustry, governments
and peoples. '
Concerning the devolpment of land, the re-
port says—

Land is the basic resource in food produe-
tion. In some parts of the world the area of
cultivated land is less than half-an-acte per
head of the population, and this is decreasing
as population riges. At present culy abrut 7
per cont. of the land surface of the glube is
cultivated. Much of the rest is unfit for cul-
tivation by present methods, but there are
large arcas that could be opened up if eapital
were available for their development Ly mod-
ern technical methods, including, in many cases,
irrigation and drainage.

In those words these world authorities, after
a survey of 70 countries, tell us of the
stupendous effort that confronts the ‘world
if all the people are to be adequately fed.
In a report of February, 1947, the I're-
paratory Commission on World Food Pro-
posals deals trenchantly with any suggestion
for restrietion; in faet throughout the report
we find that any and every suggestion for
restriction of agricultural production is
roundly and solidly condemned. TFor in-
stance, I quote the following—

We are convinced that the basis of all inter-
governmental arrangements should be an ex-
pangion of consumption and not restriction of
production, To this end, we have suggestol
that where, after the present searvity is endwd,
surpluses ensue or exporting countries under-
take to maintain production in cxeess of what
could be sold at reasonable prices in the segn-
lar markets, sueh excess production shoald e
maile available at special prices for approved
nuiritional programmmes,

That brings me to this point: I say defin-
itely that we in Austrelia can produce a
huge surplus of foodstuffs over and ahove
our requirements, and possibly a  huge
surplus over and above what countries out-
¢ide Anstralia can afford to buy according
to our standards of purchase. If we are to
concern ourselves with the welfare of the
world in general, it is still necessary for us
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tv vontinue onr production at its maximum
seale, beeause if other countries begin to
o down-hill, their bad nutritional stan-
dards, owing to their inability to maintain
themselves in industry, are bound to react
on us and we oursclves shall suffer in the
end. We had a picture of that in the de-
pression period. That depression was not
pecnliar to Australia. It prevailed all over
the world and the reason for it was that,
notwithstanding the huge production, there
was a breakdown in distribution. Nations
were unable to maintain a suffieiently high
industrinl standard in their own countries
to enable them to purchase goods from us
at prices which we considered reasonable.

Mr. Revnolds: What caunsed the hreak-
down! Who had all the money?

Mr., LESLIE: What does the hon. mem-
bev want money for? Mr. Speaker, if the
hon. member had his pockets, however many
there may be in the snit of clothes he is
wearing, lined with notes and gold and all
the wealth of the world, as we call it,—

Mr. Reynolds: We have heard that he-
fore.

AMr., LESLIE:—he ecould live on the
paper of the notes, certainly, although I
do not know whether there is any ncurish-
ment in it.  There are many things that
we need and have, and we have many things
that other nations need and with which we'
can supply them.

Mr. Reynolds: You said that in 1929 you
had an abundance of everything.

Mr. LESLIE: Of primary produection.
Mr. Reynolds: And that somecthing broke.

My, LESLIE: The human equation.
Mr. May: Somebody locked the money up.

Mr. LESLIE: Somcbody decided that we
were to live in a  self-sufficient  way.
Nations started to confine themselves within
the horders shown on & map. They decided
that they were going to be self-sufficient
in that little sphere and were going to pro-
duce nll that they required, without getting
anything from other nations. Read these
reports and see how far down the seale of
nutritional values some of these nations
went.

Mr. SPEARKER: The hon. member will
please address the Chamber. :

My, LESLIE: I am sorry I was drawn
aside.

am

Hon. J. T. Tonkin: Now tell us where
the shop is where you can get things for
nothing.

Mr. LESLIE: Not for nothing, but by
exchange. The trouwble is that so many
people have an idea we were born to believe
—how =hall I put it—that work is the main
essential in life.

Hon. A. H. Panton: I have never thought
that.

Myr, LESLIE: Nor I! The 40-hour week
has been mentioned here tonight and it has
been suggested that members on this side
of the House object to it. Personally, I
wonld like to sec an 8-hour week: but first
I want to see sufficient of the essential
things produced. There are three essentials,
as I have said hefore in this House—food,
warmth and shelter. Let us concentrate on
these three essential requirements for human
comfort and I am satisfied there will be no
quibbling abont a 40, 36, or 24 honr weck.

Hon. J. T. Tonkin: Do you not think you
should send your solution te the British
Prime Minister?

Mr. LESLIE: The British Prime Minister
is finding that he is vp against exactly the
troubles I am telling the House nhout. He
is not able to provide his people with a
safficiently reasonable standard of living.

Hon. J. T. Tonkin: He eannot buy what
is produced.

Mr. LESLIE: Beeause he has not the
goods with which to buy anything. He is
not asking for money. He is turning to
his own people and saying, “You have to
work more than 48 hours a week; you have
to send children under 16 years of age to
work early in the morning.” That is un-
heard of and would not have been agveed
to by a Lahour Government cxeept in the
most exceptional eireumstances. The posi-
tion in England today is such that that is
what they are up against. They realise it
s all very well to talk about shorter hours,
but produection is the essential thing. Pro-
duce sufficient, no matter how short or how
long it takes, but try to produce it in the
shortest posgible time!

Mr. May: We gave you production in
1929, and nobody would buy it, Where
was the money?

Mr.,LESLIE: The primary producers
gave us produetion. I will state why

nohody could buy. This country, among
others, decided that it would produce its
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own natural resources and live within its
own borders. Let members turn back to the
history of the depression period and see
what happened.  Belgivm was the first
country against which we raised the tariff.
We raised the tariff on glass and Belgium in
tarn excluded the very valuable products
of Australtn. Our barley industry was one
of the first to be affected in 1930 on that
accounf. The report goes on to say—

Ag long as under-nourished people exist, ¢s-
sential food that could be made available for
human consumption should never be destroyed.
ANl nations of the world shovld make every

effort, individuvally or by agreement, to avoid
the necessity of curtailing production.

Because of our man-made system, we could
not get our eommodities to the people who
wanted them. We shonld be concerned
ahout the factsthat if we restrict our pro-
duction there will be grave danger to the
hungry people of other nations.  Dealing
with price stabilisation—and I know this
will interest the member for Forrest—the
Commission says this—

The Commission rejeets the proposition that
restrietion must be the first and chief support-
ing pillar in a system of price stabilisation.

T couid read pages of the report in which
the Commission sets out a basis wherehy
price stabilisation, without restriction, esn
be nchieved if the nations are prepared fo
do the job, if Governments are prepared to
do their job and aet with vision, instead
of acting as they did in this country in
1930, when the quickest way out of the
trouble was considered to be a poliey of
yestrietion. That brings me to a particular
nrea that suffered severely from restriction.
The warginal areas agreement between the
('ommonwealth and the various State Gov-
ernnents was a erime so far as Western
Australian production was concerned. When
that agreement was made between this State
and the Commonwenlth, it was an injustice
to Western Australia. During my visit to
the Eastern States I was surprised to learn
that in New South Wales and Victoria,
when 1 spoke about the marginal areas of
Western Ausiralia, the people caovisaged a
condlition of affairs similar to that in the
mallee country of Vietoria, where there are
vast areas of undulating sandhills and the
saml is blown hither and thither by the
wind. Tt did not grow a blade of grass, let
alone a tree. When I showed the people
pictures of our marginal areas they said,
“{ioed God, what kind of a Government

L]
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have you that would erll such land marginal
areas?”

Mr. Beynolds: What about the rainfzll?

Mr. LESLAE: T suggest to the hon. mem-
ber that he obtain a copy of a recent report
issued by the C.S.LR., or one of the othere
Commonwealth departments, dealing with
the rainfall of Western Australia, with par-
tienlar reference to the so-ealled marginal
areas of this State.

Hon. A. H. Panton: It is a pity you did
not hear Mr. Boyle and a few other fellows
in this House talking about the marginal
areas!

Mr. LESLIE: Because of the atmosphere,
which prevailed throughout this eountry, of
pessimism and despair, they adopted the ex-
pediency of despair—anything for a tem-
porary cure from the difficulties then oxist-’
ing! Some cure was necessary in a hurry,
but not something so drastic that it literally
deprived a vast productive area of this
country of its birthright. .

Hon. J. T. Tonkin: Would the private
banks lend any money cn the proposition?

Mr. LESLIE: They have lent plenty and
still have plenty there, and are still lending
plenty.

Hon. J. T. Tonkin: Under recoanstruction!

Mr. LESLIE: Their faith has not gone.
I do nut say that everything then was not
correctly done, but we have to realise that
that eountry had hardly got into the develop-
mental stage when the depression came, and
the first thing they said instead of trying to
do something to alleviate the difficulties by a
long-range policy, was, “Throw evervthing
overhoard.” To return to the memher for
Forrest's remark about the rainfall, the-re-
port to which I referred was unable 1o de-
clare definitely of any part of that outer
area whether it has or has not suflficient
rainfall. Twelve or more graphs were pre-
pared based on different statistics. If a
person were to take any ene of those graphs
hy itself, he would declarve half of the State
out of production because the rainfall is not
uniform; there is cither toe much or ton
little.

If we take the flood reeords of this Statoe.
half the district lving south of Perth should
go out of production because of the disas-
trous'vears that sueceeded one another. Add
to that a depression in prices and those
people, too, if their land was only in a
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primary state of development, would be
appealing to the Government for something
to be done. But I hope we have advanced
far encugh not to make the same mistake as
was made in connection with those areas. I
do not for one moment wish to condemn en-
tively the reconstruction poliey which has
been adopted there. I believe that we must
advance with the knowledge we gain as time
goes on. We find that by making wheat-
growing literally the onmly activity in that
ATeA We Wwere wrong.

Hon. A. H. Panton: That was the trouble.
Mr. LESLIE: We were wrong; but it is

not correct to turn round and say that that

“area is going out of production eventnally

»

and iz to be turned into stock-raising

country.

Hon. J. T. Tonkin: What do yon propose
now; because you have a Government that
ought to do as you say?

Mr. LESLIE: I propose that this Govern-
ment endeavour to obtain from the Com-
monwealth a definite whdertaking that the
threat of eventual elimination from wheat-
growing of those outer areas is to he re-
moved; that they arc to be allowed to grow
wheat for grain.

Mr. Reynolds: What was your line of de-
mareation? Where would you start and
stop ¥

Mr. LESLIE: I would not start and stop
anywhere.

Hon. A. R. G. Hawke: You never do!

Mr. LESLIE: Circumstances would have
to be taken into consideration in every case.
I have ene district to the north of my elce-
torate in the line of demareation, which I
understand has heen removed from that
category, and is being brought under a grad-
ing system. In that area there were 60
farms. Six of the farmers had obtained
some small measore of relief under the ve-

construction scheme—one had only received -

£43 for wire-netting. But because of the
assistance thus given, all the six properties
were brought under vestriction of wheat-
growing; their farms were marginal. Yet 50
odd farms in that district were permitted to
grow any wheat they liked. But they all
had to bear a stigma, though the men were
free farmers without any restrictions on their
farm economy and their production methods.
Because they were within this line that was
drawn on a map, they had to bear the

393

stigma of being in the marginal erea.
line eannot be drawn.
begin and end?

A
Where is it going to

The first necessity of these outer areas is
to receive from the Commonwealth the birth-
right they sold for a miserable amount of
assistanee, which should have been afforded
in any case and which was only a temporary
expedient. The farmers are prepared to
agree—and I am In aceord with them—that
stockraising should be the major enterprise
in that district. Bub cereal-growing must go
hand-in-hand with it. Whether wheat restric-
tion eomes in forever or not; whether licens-
ing is to continue or not, they are prepared
to necepl a licensing system, provided it will
include a minimom of cne-fifth of the de-
clared area of their land. That is reasonable. ¥
say that because that land must be eultivated
if we are to undertzke snimal husbandry
suceessfully in those distriets, and produce
sufficient food. The land must be regularly
cultivated. At least once in five years that
should be done. Arbitrarily to compel any-
hody to undertake the expense of cultivating
his land without assuring him of some rea-
sonahle return for his labour is unjust. That
cannot justly be applied to any section of
the community.

The people are prepared to accept the
condition of eompulsory cultivation of one-
fifth of their eleared land provided they are
allowed to crop wheat for grain. That is
reasonable. They are also preparefl to accept
—and [ believe this is necessary—that wheat
for grain shall be grown only on fallow and
rest land; that the land shall he cultivated
on a votation basis. They are prepared to
agree to that, because over the last few years
they have discovered that, the minimum
rainfall is requived to produce reasonably
satisfactory crops so long -as the land has
been well farmed; and today the.not well
farmed land in that area is an exception and
is readily scen. The farmer who reports
failure, except through most unusual sea-
sonal conditions, js a rarity. With anything
like a continuanee of normal seasons as we
know them over many years, that distriet
can be and will be one of the biggest poten-
tial producers in this State,

Mr. Reynelds: To what distriet do vou
refer?

Mr. LESLIE : T am speaking of the north-
castern areas, to the north of Kalannie,
Kulja, Koorda, Bencubhin and to the north
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and a little eastward of Mukinbudin. I am
not prepared to go very much further east-
wird of that north line. I hope this Gov-
ernment will at the earliest possible oppor-
tunity take whatever measures it can to
speure from the Commonwealth Government
releuse for those areas from that unjust
condition, that sword of Damocles that hangs
over their heads econtinually: that on the
xlivhtest provocation their land is likely to
o out of wheat production, and that it will
suy 1o them, “Your privileze of growing
wheat will be continued, but it will he on a
vostricted  basis  in aeccordance with the
peonaimy neeessary in that distriet.”  We
woulil he happy to accept those conditions
and make anima! husbandrv the major
enterprise, with wheatgrowing a very useful
il junet,

It is possible that the officers of the De-
partment of Agriculture will say that these
peaple ean still cultivate a fifth of their area
by putting in oats, rye or other erops which
enn he used for fecd, but nene of these crops
produees  anywhere near as good a re-

sult as does wheat, Wheaten stubble
i« fur better feed for sheep than js
vither oaten or tyve stubble. In addi-

tion, while the wheat is in the land there are
the alternatives of using it for prain or for
feed, instead of, sv to speak, having all our
exes in one basket. It might be interesting
to learn how sheep happened to get a hold
in that northern country. The eredit is not
due tn any Government or to any Depart-
ment of Agrviculture. In the early days—
going back to 1926 or 1928 when T first went
there—we found, when we spoke to people
in the distriets north of Koorda regarding
sheep that we did not get a sympathetic
andience. We were told it was not possible
to raise sheep in that country.

Although we made every effort to get some
furmers to go in for sheep raising on a
{rivly large scale, according to the extent of
their holdings, we found that they lacked
confidence and did not believe it was pos-
sible to raise sheep on an economie basis.
iventually it was deeided to make a pre-
senfation to a prominent eitizen in the
Koorda distriet. I think at the time, there
were ahout 1,000 sheep in the area north of
Koorda. This prominent citizen had a farm
about 14 miles north of Koorda, and T was
asked what I thought he would like. I said,
“Gitve him some sheep.” Ii was considered
a joke, but one member of the committee

s
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handling this presentation thought there
might be some sense in it. He was farming
south of Koorda, and he ran sheep. Even-
tually they purchased 100 sheep which, to-
gether with a small cheque, they presented
to the furmer. Some three years later
there was hardly a man who did not have
sheep on his property. The proof of the
padding was in the eating. When they
found sheep could be reared successfully
ihey all became interested. As n result that
country became a stock-raising area. That
was purely by aecident, members may con-
sider. If that had not happened the alter-
native, I presume, when the marginal areas
were being considered, would have been for
the farmers to have been shifted.

Mr. Reynolds: Sheep were there in 1923,

Mr. LESLIE: That is granted, in certain
parts, but not in those to which I allude. 1t
is necessary for me to touch on one aspect
of production in those areas, and that is
this: We mnst induce people to undertake a
seheme of maximum gproduction. Such en-
couragemeni again lies jn the hands of the
Government, I am afraid that today's severe
taxation is not an encouragement to intense
production, But I do not propose to dis-
course on that. "There are means of encour-
agement within the hands of the State Gov-
ernment. The discouraging part of produe-
tion that exists in this State, and in the rest
of the Commonwealth, is not peculiar to
Australin only, because in another report
from “The Food and Agricultural Qrganisu-
tion of the T'nited Nations,” we find the fol-
lowing brief extract:—

Tn most parts of the world large nnmbers
of farmers, fishermen, and forest workers are
poor, and the present pattern of preduction
tends to keep them so. Land tenure arrange-
ments need to be improved in many areas.
Education, health and sanitary serviees in rural
avcas are, for the most part, inferior to those
in urban areas. Housing of rural workers is
frequently had. The henefits of eleetricity and
other modern convenienves are less frequently
present in rural than in wrban houscholds, Many
rutal families live without ready aceess to the
community facilitics and amenties that are an
aecepted part of modern living., Sorial legis-
lation tends to include the ryiral workers and
their families lesg frequently or less adequately
than it does industrinl workers, The prineiple
that agricultural workers are not less important
to the nation than other workers is not gener-
ally recognisged and only rarely is it put com-
pletely into practiee.

From that we can see that fhe ecircum-
stances we complain of in Western Austra-
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lia sre world-wide. But that is no exeuse
for aliowing them to continue. For just so
long as they do continue, go are we going to
be faced with a recurrence of intense pro-
duetion and restriction as & means of over-
coming the problem ;whigh Governments,
lacking vision, are not able to combat. One
of the things necessary in the outer areas of
this State, and in the districts to which this
restriction is applied, is water.

I was pleased to notice in the Press re-
cently that the Commonwezlth eommittee
that made an investigation into the compre-
hensive water scheme reported favourably
in connection with some parts of the Siate,
and I take those parts to inelude the north-
eastern portions. It must have been so, be-
cause in the newspaper report it was inti-
mated that the Government intended to pro-
cced with the scheme and also, to some ex-
tent, with the extension promised to me dur-
ing the last session of Parliament. I wel-
come that apnouncement., Because of the
faet that the farming ceonomy in these areas
has been and is being dictated by Govern-
ments, it is necessary for Governments to be
responsible for the provision of the neces-
sary facilities. The member for Forrest
mentioned rainfall. A far more certain
rainfall is required for a stoek-raising srea
than is necessary for wheatgrowing.

Hon, J. T. Tonkin: Not if you can get the
water from underground.

Mr. LESLIE: Not if it can be pumped
from elsewhere, but someone has to get it
from underground and pump it. A survey
made in a considerable part of that area in-
dicates that underground water is not avail-
able, or where it is available that it is not
suitable for stock. While the rainfall may
be adequate for wheatgrowing, the precipi-
tation is such that exeept in unuswal eircun-
stanees it is neither heavy nor long enough
to fill the catchments and tanks. Nor is
there plenty of land suvitable for making
into eatchment areas and holding-dams. The
natural water resources of that country for
stock are limited, and water is the one thing
we ean provide. Tn those areas we have
soil and e¢limate unsurpassed in any other
part of Australin or of the world, and the
production possibilities there are immense.
In a great deal of that country there is soil
equal to that of Palestine, which produces
the finest oranges in the world, without any
rain at all.
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Hon. A. H. Paoton: They have had a
couple of assassinations there recently.

Mr. LESLIE: Perhaps they think the
blood might help as fertiliser for the blood
otanges. What could be done in these dis-
triets with adequate water is beyond imagi-
nation foday. We have not yet tapped more
than the edge of the resources of that eoun-
try, yet water is the casiest thing of all to
provide. We cannot make good soil or a
wood climate where those factors do not
exist, but we can take water to where pre-
viously there was none, and in that regard
we are proud of our achievements,

Hon. J, T. Tonkin: The Minister for
Water Supplies is not even listening to you.

Mr. LESLIE: He is tistening. The com-
prehensive water scheme must go right up
into the stock raising aveas, The scheme
proposed by the previous Government
stopped short of that.

Myr. Reynolds: Who stopped it?

Mr. LESLIE: The scheme stopped too
far south to be of real benefit to those areas,
1 suggest to the Minister for Works—1I hope
he jots it down—that he should have his
engineers make a svrvey of the North-East-
ern stock areas before he commences the
construction of the major pipelines for the
comprehensive water scheme, with a view to
having the reticulation system extended to
those distriets. If, beeause of engineering
limitations, that is found to be impossible,
the engineers should investigate the possi-
bility of expanding the rock-catchment
system. That ecountry abounds with ideal
roek-catehments. There are many that rounld
he suitably dammed and harnessed one to
the other so that the whole area could he
retienlated and connected up with the Gold-
fields water supply to ensure sufficient water
for the stoek. That is the only way in
which we ean be sure that the changed eco-
nomy applying in those areas will he sue-
vessful. This year alane offers to the Minis-
ter an indieation of the urgent necessity for
adegunate water supplies being made avail-
ahle,

Already farmers are heing obliged tn qguit
stock owing to the fear that they will not
have a supply of water adequate to meet
their needs during the summer months. The
rainfall has been insufficient to replenish
supplies and pravide what is known to he a
safe margin to earry them over the summer.
Some are already earting water. Supplies
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are available from Government tanks, but if
carting is to continue the stock position will
heconie serious and, reconstruction or no, we
will find that another half-baked scheme will
impose hardship on those who are attempt-
ing to do everything possible for themselves.
1 hope the day is not far distant when that
part of the State, which in the past has pro-
dueed so abundantly—one-sixth of the wheat
grown in this State for many years came
fromn those areas, and today the amount of
stock raised in them is enormous, one siding
alone being the largest pig-raising siding in
Western Australia—will be provided with'
adequate water,

Those areas have unlimited potentialities
and require only a limited amount of Gov-
ernment assistance in this regard. The men
there can provide water catehments and sink
wells and bores, hut without sufficient re-
sources they eannot do it. The Government
should assist in every way possible. If this
Government is really imbued with what His
Excellency said—that Ministers are deter-
mined to increase the production and pros-
perity of cur primary industries—my plea
for these areas to he included in the com-
prehensive water scheme will be heeded. If
that is done I am satisfied that we will have
the period of prosperity for which we are
all hoping.

Hon. J. T. Tonkin: After whai you have
said it should he as good as done.

Mr. LESLIE: Rome was not built in a
day. While I know that this Government
is going to accomplish resnlts that will make
members on the other side gnash their
teeth with envy—-—

Hon. A. R. 3. Hawke: Crunch, crunch!

Mr. LESLIE: ——1 do net expect it to
perform miracles. I am confident that we
can leave the matter in its hands, and I am
sure T ean make out a good ease for the
AMinister’s consideration. Several of the
matters with which I proposed to deal this
evening can be dealt with under the various
headings on the Estimates, but I think the
time is now opportune to mention certain
legislation that the Government has said it
intends to introduce.

I understand that the State Housing Act
is to be amended and provision made
for a woman to sit on the Housing Commis-
sion. 1 would draw the attention of the
Government to the facet that that Commis-
sion is the agent in this State of the War
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Service Homes' Board. Af the end of June
there were 3,000 applications from ex-Ser-
vicemen for war service homes. There were
7,000 applications for State Housing Com-
mission homes, so one-third of the total
applications were for war service homes.
Because of the importance and volume of
the business involved in administering the
affairs of the War Service Homes’ Board I
believe it is only right that a vepresentative
of the ex-Servicemen should be ineluded on
the State Housing Commission,, The State
Hounsing Aet says that the Commission,
subject to any divections by the Min-
ister, shall be charged witn the admini-
stration of the Act, and that Commission
has to administer affairs related to war ser-
vice homes. When the Government finally
gives consideration to the Bill intended to
amend that Act I hope that, before bringing
the Bill down, it will consider the claims of
the ex-Servicemen in this direetion,

Hon. A. H. Panton: Put an ex-Service-
woman on.

Mr. LESLIE: No; I understand that there
i3 to be provision on the women’s side. I ean
convey this bit of good news to the Gov-
ernment. TIts announcement regarding the
proposal to make a substantial writing-off
of debts ineurred under the Rural Relief
Fund Aet has been reccived with general ap-
probation throughout the country distriets.

Hon. A. H. Panton: Naterally!

Mr. LESLIE: There is sonie regret, how-
ever, that the whole of the indehtedness is
not to he written off. T am anxious to sce
total relief extended in that direetion and
unless same good and proper reasons can be
given when the legislation denling with the
matter is before the House, T shall feel dis-
posed to move an amendment to provide for
the total writing off of those debts. T am
well aware of the limitation of my powers
as a private member, but such a move on my
part would serve to indicate to the Govern-
ment the desires of the people. In view of
the faet that the money has been given to
the Government for sach a purpose—the
statement has been made to that effect and
I have not seen it contradicted—the people
mostly concerned feel that in the existing
circumstances they are being penalised.

Then again, some suggestion has been
made—] am not aware of the origin of the
statement, but I know it has been made—
that there is to be an inerecase in railway
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fares and freights. Perhaps this is not the
place to sound a note of warning

Hon. A. R. G. Hawke: Why not?

Mr. LESLIE; —but I have grave mis-
givings on the matter should any proposal
to increase railways fares and freights be
submitted in this Chamber. I believe there
are other ways and means by which the rail-
ways could be made—that is, if such a result
is possible of achievement—to pay their
way. .

Hon. A. H. Panton: Would such a pro-
posal have to be introduced in this Parlia-
ment? ’

Mr. LESLIE: T do not know.

Hon. A. H. Panton: I do not think it
would.

Mr, LESLIE: At any rate, if it is intro-
duced here, there will be such a protesi
voiced that will deafen the Minister and pre-
vent him from hearing anything clse for
quite a long time, I can assure him that we
are firmly convinced that, unless the railway
finances are put in order and the system run
on a much different basis from that obtdining
at present, there is no justifieation for any
suggestion of fares and freights being in-
ereased. I see no justifieation whatever for
any such step being taken. There will bave
to be very solid veasons to make me change
my mind on this point.

Mr. Graham; Operating costs have nearly
doubled.

Mr. LESLIE: Even if they have, if the
interest bill were to be reduced we would
then be just about at the stage where fares
and freights conld be what they are today.
Over past vears we have been mulcted un-
justly in the freights and fares that have
heen charged. They should have been re-
duced lody ago instead of having been in-
ereased. A perusal of the railway finances
convinces me of that.

My, Graham: You have your head in the
clouds!

Mr. LESLIE: T am pleased to note that
the Government infends to infroduce an
amendment to the Child Weifare Act and to
deal with the Children’s Court as well. I
hope that when the legislation is introduced
it will remove from the Children’s Court one
of the greatest injustices that ecould ever
exist in any British self-governing country.
I refer to the travesty of charging an infant
with being a neglected child.

Hon. A. H. Panton: Hear, hear!

Mr. LESLIE: I am delighted to hear thal
expression of approval. Only the other day
we saw in “The Daily News” a picture of a
six-months old infant that had been lefi on
a doorstep. That baby was charged with
heing 2 neglected child! How eould that
infant defend itself? What a travesty of
British justice! I always uanderstood that
under British law a person was deemed in-
noeent until proved to be .guilty. How
could such a ehild defend its innocence?

Surely a better and more dignified way of

dealing with such matters could be adopted
without this shecking scandal and injustice,
If a child is found to be neglected, then let
the Child Welfare Department or the palice
or the parents or someone else who is respon-
sible, petition the court with a view to the
haby being made a ward of the State. Faney
charging such a child with heing neglected!
It is nscless telling me that in snch cases no
conviction is vecorded and so the child is not
affected in aftor life. Like hell it is not!
The stigma of having been charged in court
with being a neglected child adheres to that
individual through life. No child should he
charged with anything nnless it could he
definitely held that it committed the misde-
meanour knowingly ond that it was of an
age when it was responsible for its aetion.
During the present session I hope we are to
hear something ahout the report of the
Royal Commission on vermin.
Hon. J. T. Tonkin: I wonder!

My, LESLIE: At any rate, I am hoping
that we shall. The report was excellent and
1 said as much to the ex-Minister for Agri-
culture. I am aware that it did not eontain
some provisions I would like to see embodied
in it, and that it eontnined others with which
I was not so much in favour. It did pro-
vide for one particular step that would have
afforded some protection to the people out-
back who today stand as a_buffer between
the vermin-infested parts and those that, so
far, are free from vermin. I have in mind
the emu pest, grasshoppers and others as
well, For too long have the people outback
carried the burden themselves, and it is up
to the State to aceord them some assistance
to cope with a menaee that is well heyond
their means. I regret to have to say that at
present emus are threatening to do severe
damage to the erops in the areas I have in
mind. Today they are well inside the outer
fringe of the agricultural districts, and ave
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there in large numbers. If any member
should feel inclined to spend a happy week-
end that would also be profitable to them, I
can inform them that some of the road
boards are so concerned about the vermin
that they have acted for themselves. We are
known for our self-help attitude in our dis-
triet and of our own volition have increased
the bonus on emn beaks to 1s. per head.

Mr. Reynolds : Why not get machine-guns?

Mr. LESLIE: I am not very enamoured
of the use of machine-guns. I think it
better for a number of the seitlers to spread
out with their rifles and do as much damage
as they ean by virtue of their numbers. By
such a move we might sneceed in driving the
emus a little further outhack and in destroy-
ing many as well. At any rate, the emu men-
ace must be tackled and one of the recom.
mendations of the Royal Commission was for
the erection of ring-lock fences or fences of
some other suitable deseription, with traps
at intervals, between No. 1 and No. 2 rabbit-
proof fences. The object would be first to
exclude the birds and, secondly, to trap
them. I appreciate that aé present—no-onc
.es so more than I—it is extremely difficolt
.0 get the small modicun of fencing require-
ments of any one individual in the State.
(ioodness knows, I am pleading enough to
met some for individual farmers. Because
of the difticulty, there is an excuse for the
{iovernment’s not taking immediate action.
1t vannot draw blood from a stone, and if
the employees of the Broken Hill Co. will
work only 40 hours instead of a reasonable
number of hours in order to supply
materials——

Several members interjected.

Mr. LESLIE: It all boils down to the
same thing. It is goods we want, and every
minute thot posses is #n opportunity lost
and may be costing the State goodness
knows how much. Just because somebody
will not work half an hour longer a day, &
few thousand bushels of valuable foodstuffs
must disappear.

Mr. Reynolds: Why not 60 hours a week?

Mr. LESLIE: T would suggest 60 hours
it people could stand it in order to catch
np the leeway. Nobody worried how long
he worked during the war. People exhibit-
ed a wonderful spirit during that period.
What we need today is a return of that war
spirit.
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Hon. A. II. Panton: Nobody worried
about ‘money during the war.

Mr. LESLIE: We want people o work
{0 get us out of this erisis.

Mr. Reynolds: YWe should never have got
into it.

Mr. LESLIE: I do not know how we
conld have kept out of i, but there would
have been less difficulty if there was a differ-
ent aititude to work than that which pre-
vails at present, I hope that during tho
session we shall hear something about the
report of the Royal Commission on Vermin.

I find it necessary to bring up a point be-
fore the Government introduees the Esti-
mates, amd that is in conneetion with eduea-
tion and, if possible, the standardisation of
children’s school books. Why in the world
is it necessary to allow every schoolmaster
te have his own ideas as to what particular
books might he used in his particular school
in any particular year?

Hon. J. T. Tonkin: That is neither neces-
sary nor permitted.

Mr. LESLIE: Then let me tell the ex-
Minister that my children have changed
their school during the year and the hooks
at one school: were wuseless because the
scheolmaster said he was using something
clse. That elate of affairs does exist. It is
of no use the ex-Minister saying it is not
j*evmitted heeanse it happened, Why it
should happen I do not know. T refer the
matter to the Minister for Education and
suggest thal it should he policed.

tHon. J. T. Tonkin: It should he easy.

Mr. LESLIE: Tt should not he necessary
to have a multiplicity of books. We should
be able to go further and standardise all oor
hooks so that they will be serviceable for
more than one-yearly periods. - T do not like
mentioning personal matters.

Hon. J. T. Tonkin: There are books in
the schools today that have been in use for

. the last 25 vears.

Mr. LESLIE: That might be so, hooks of
a cheaper kind or those used in the High
Schools.

Hon. .J. T. Tonkin: Standard Readers, for
exgmple.

Mr. LESLIE: At one school the Oxford
Reader is used:; at another school Whit-
combes, and at another sehool yet another
Reader. T have suech a stoek of schoo]
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books at home that I could almost start a
private school with them. I have four
children attending school, and just when I
think 1 shall be able to save & little money
on those passing into a higher standard, I
find that halt the books previously used are
rejected because the teacher has made a
change, 'I'his is imposing a most unjust
burden upon the people. If the Government
is going to countenance that sort of thing,
it should do something to compensate
parents and that is to provide the school
bhooks. The Minister might take that point
into consideration. In addition, he might
consider standardising the books. If that is
not a praectical proposition, he should do
something in the direction of making an
“allowance to parents fo compensate them for
the additional cost. Free education! There
is no free education. The only free part
about it is that parents do not pay divectly
for the building or the salaries of the teach-
cers. The rest is all a cost to the parents,
and a fairly heavy one, too.

Hon. A. R. G. Hawke: You have Ministers
looking very worried.

Mr. LESLIE: Tt will take more than that
to worry them.

Mr. May:

They should do something
about it. :

Mr. LESLIE: I am glad to reeeive support
from that side of the House. To the Minis-
ter tfor Health, I wish to mention a sore
point. The Minister has a very capable
represontative in this House, and I hepe he
will place what I have to say before the
Minister in a stronger way than would be
conveved by merely rending a report of my
remarks. I have not had time to submit
this matter to the department, but this is
the plaee to mention it, because i might
apply to hospitals in areas other than my
own. [ understand that the Medieal De-
partment has cut down the subsidies that
were being paid to Government hespitals in
country distriets.

Hon, E. Nulsen: They are still going on.

Mrv. LESLIE: That js not in neccordance
with my information.

. Mr. Reynolds: When
from?

Mr, LESLIE: It appears to be almost o
continuation of the aetion of the ex-Minis-

ter for Health of endeavouring to deceive
as many people as possible into paying

does that apply
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for hospital aecommodation when every
person in the State is cntitled under the
Commonwenlth Hospital Benefits Scheme
to free treatment in a public hospital.

Hon. E. Nulsen: That is wrong.
Hon. A, H. Panton: Absolutely wrong.

Mr. LESLIE: Every person is entitled to
free treatment in a public hespital,

Hon. A, TL. Panton: Where are the pub-
lie hospitais?

Mr. Reynolds: To the extent of Gs. per
day.

Mr. LESLIE: 1 suggest that members of
the Opposition look at the agreement. No
matter what members might say about the
s, per day, when any person enters a public
hospital, he is entitled to demand a bed.

Hon. A. IL Panton: Where is there a
public hospital in any part of the country,
apart from the Royal Perth Hospital?

Mr. LESLIE: T could name quite a few.
The term “publie hospital” is interpreted as
a hospital which has received Government
assistance.

Hon. A. H. Panton: No.

Mr. LESLIE: The hon. member should
look at the Aet.

Hon. A. H. Panton: T was Minister for
Health for a good while and attended two
or three conferences on the subject.

Mr. LESLIE: T argued this point with
the former Minister for Health. We have
Commonwealth Ministers saying what jolly
fine fellows they are for having made
free hospital treatment available and
then Ministers on the other side come
along and put people in such a posi-
tion that, if they ecared to excreise
their rights under this free hospital
scheme, they conld do so only by suffering
the greatest indignity. T eonld mention one
hospital that has refused to make any
charge at all—Wongan Hills. Tt elaims to
be a public hospital and makes no charge
for any patient. The same applies to many
other haspitals. Before the introduction of
ihe benefits scheme, it had one charge only;
everybody paid the same rate.

Hon. A. H. Panton: Any hospital is at
liberty to do that if it chooses..

Mr, LESLIE: When this free hospital
ireatment scheme that is not free came in,
the hospitals were told, “So much of your
hospital is a public hospital—that is, an odd
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bed pr so—but the rest of the beds may be
regarded as infermediate and private and
yon may fix a higher scale for them.” For
instance, in the Wyalkatchem hospital there
were two heds, prior to the introduetion of
the scheme, for which 13s. per day was
charzed; for the other beds in the hospital
the charge was 10s. Gd. per day. Now we
find that half or more of the beds are pri-
vate or intermediate beds and there is only
an odd public bed, X

Hon. A. H. Panton: Ilave you a com-
mittee at Wyalkatchem ?

Mr. LESLIE: Yes. I was on it for years.
I know of another hospital with four heds
in one ward. T walked in with & prospee-
tive patient and was told that a bed was
available in a men’s ward with three other
patients. The matron asked, “Wheo is the
gentleman, Mr. Leslie?" T told her. She
said, “I suppose he would not want a public
bed.” I replied, “My b— oath, he is going
intp a public bed.”

Hon. A. H. Panton: You said that to the
matron !

Mr. LESLIE: Yes. She said, “f do not
know what I shall do,” and I said, “He
will have to go in there.” T went into the
ward and found there were f(wo men
patients who were paying the intermediate
rate. The other was oceupying a publie
bed, and the man T took to the hospital was
going into a public bed.

My. Reynolds: Whose fault was that?

Mr. LESLIE: The Medieal Department’s.

Mr.
mittee?

Mr. LESLIE: The committee is in this
position: 1t relied upon the Government—
and this applies to all couniry hospitals—
to assist with finance to make up the hos-
pital’s deficit, and the Government says,
beeause of the control it had over the purse-
strings, “Right, you dance to our tune.”

Hon. J. T. Tonkin: Is the Government
saying that now?

Mr. LESLIE: T do not know,
Hen. .J. T. Tonkin: 1 thought you did.

Me. LESLIE: I have just reeeived in-
formation that the subsidies have been ve-
duced. If the present Government s
eontinuing the policy of the past Govern-
ment, then I say it is wrong, but [ can
hardly conceive of that heing the casc.

Reynolds: What about your com-
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Hoen. E. Nulsen; I think you have been
deluded.

Mv. LESLIE: It would not be the first
time.

Mr. Reynolds: That is news to me.

Mr. LESLIE: I do not think T would be
considered to have said anything at all un-
less 1 spoke on the subject of war service
land scttlement. ’

Hon. A, H. Panton: That will come up in
legislation.

Mr. LESLIE: T hape it will,
Hon. A. H. Panton: So do L.

Mr. LESLIE: [ am, of course, fully
aware of the extent to whieh the scheme has
progressed up to the present. The an-
nouncement of the intention of the State
{overnment to take some part off its own
bat in assisting to overcome this exceedingly
great difficulty—the question of soldier
settlement—has been welcomed far and
wide. We were awaifing an announcement

-by the State Government as to what exactly

wonld be done in the matter. T know, as
do others who have looked deeply into the
position, that it is not going to he casy.

Hon. A. H. Panton: You have suddenly
made up your mind on that point.

Mr. LESLIE: I did not suddenly make up
my mind. I was pglad someone had the
courage to tackle the question, instead of
howing meckly to the eontinued short-
sighted, narrow and unsympathetic dictates
of the Commonwealth (Government.

Mr. Hoar: The present Minister agrees
with the scheme. IIe said so the other
night.

Mr. LESLIK: Of course he does. [ am
quite satisfied with it, too, but he does not
agree with evervthing the Commonwenlth
dictates. There is nothing wrong with the
weheme if it is allowed to work. The State
will work it. The mémber for Lepderville
would have allowed it to work if the Gov-
erament by the Party of which he was a
member wis satisfied with it. He knows the
limitations.

Llon. A. H. Panton: Prior to the clection,
I was blamed for the lot.

Mr. LESLIE: I will state what the hon.
memhber was to blame for. He was to
hlame for not being honest enongh to tell
us where the snag was.

Hon. A. II. Panton: T told you.
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Mr. LESLIE: Early during the session,
we had what I might best describe &s a pro-
cession of sofe heads paraded hefore this
Chamber by members on -the Opposition
side.

Hon. A. H. Panton:

Mr. LESLIE: Those members were he
moaning the fate that overtook them at the
election.

Hon. A. H. Panton:

Mr. LESLIE: That remains to be seen.
We will jump that hurdle when we get to
it. All kinds of aceusations were levelled
at members on this side of the House about
election propaganda. My name was coupled
with it. I had no intention of dealing with
this matter had it not been that the member
for Northam decided to saddle me with re-
sponsibility in relation to some things which
had been said.

Hon, A. R. G. Hawke: You snddled your-
self with responsibility by authorising the
worst of the advertisements.c

Mr. LESLIE: No, Sir, but T accept the
responsibility for what I myself said. Had
the previous Government, prior to the
election, been honest with the people, there
wonld have heen little ground upon whieh
to base the accusation that all the post-war
difficalties were its responsibility. The man
in the stroet and members of this Chamber
can see seant evidence of any aection having
been taken to overcome what we knew were
difficulties.

Hon. J. T. Tonkin: Do you think your
propaganda was honest to the people?

Mr. LESLIE: Of course it was.

Hon. J. T. Tonkin: Do you think thai
education in this State is lower than in
most countries in the world, beeause that
is what was satd?

Mr, LESLIE: I did not say it, nor did
I put my name to it, beeause I did not
know the educational standards of other
countries. What I did say was that tllere
were no houses, but the member for
Northam told.the Chamber that that was a
lie and still is a lie. Members on the other
side of the Honse deny the fact. I heard
the member for Kalgoorlie spenk in this
House about the discontent on the Goldfields
with the Housing Commission. The mem-
ber for South Premantle also spoke of the
housing diffievlty at Fremantle. Does that
indieate that the housing problem is finished

Not by me

I had no sore head.
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and over? There were no houses then and
there are none now.

Hon. A. H. Panton: The same difficulty
is the cause of it.

My. LESLIE: I am not so much concern-
ed ahout that. I was responsible for say-
ing that there were no houses and no
transport. There was no transport and
there still is mo transport. I said there
were no hospitals and there ave still ne
hospitals. I also said there was no edu-
cation, There is still no edueation. What
I said then I still say today.

Hen. A. H. Panton: And you will say it
agatn in 12 months.

Mr. LESLIE: We saw scant cvidence of
any action on the pirt of the previous Gov-
ernment to attempt, e lovercome these
troubles. I will quote some propaganda
that I have here in support of what T say
in this connection. This doecument which
I hold has, I presume, been issued by the
Western Australian Labour Party. At
least, it.contnins photographs of Hon. P.
Collier, Hon. F. J. 8. Wise and Hon. J. C.
Willeock, ex-Premiers of the State. They
are very fine photographs. I have not seen
such fine photographs for a long time.

Mr. May: There is some good staff in that
doeument.

Mr. LESLIE: There is.

Mr. May: No eobwebs!

Mr. LESLIE: I am afraid there is no
space to hang cobwebs en. This document
says—

During the war years Labour Governments,
led by Mr. Willeock, concentrated the resources
of the State almost entirely to the support of
Australin’s war effort—

Hon. A. H. Panton:
the Prime Minister.

Mr. LESLIE: The document continues—

—a policy which at that time had the support
of an overwhelming majority of the people.
Such concentration of effort for six years nat-
urally led to the creation of arrears of work
and shertages of labour in many fields, inelud-
ing those of housing, school and hospital huild-
ings, and s0 on,

At the request of

I make this quotation merely to refute the
statement by the member for Northam that
what was contained in the document which
he quoted was lies. His own paper, his
Bihle, or whatever it may be ealled, says it
is true. Yet he turns round and says to
the House that I lied.
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Hon. A. R. G. Hawke: I said nothing
of the kind.

Member: He gave the reasons.

Mr. LESLIE: He gave the reasons, but
he should have given them previonsly. I
stated that a eertnin set of cirenmstances
existed at that time. There is no denying
the faet that they existed.

Hon. A, R. {i. Hawke: Your logic is
deplorable.

Mr. LESLIE: XMoreover, T mentioned
that a lot of the trouble had arisen hecause
of the faet that prior to the war years
the Labour Government had not taken the
necessary action to overcome some of those
difficulties, For 11 years that Government
had been in power, yet.at the stone end of
that time it dragged out the war period as
heing the cause of its diffieulties, and of
the evident neglect in public administration
that existed.

Mr. Reynolds: Did we not have a depres-
sion before the war?

Mr. LESLTIE: Yes. We had an election
in 1933 when the member for Northam stood
for the first time dgainst Sir James Mitchell.
During the cleetion cainpaign he told the
people what was wrong with the state of
affairs in this country. I will tell members
what he said at Northam in his election
address in 1933. 1 stated recently that our
railway transport had been muddled. That

was what T said in March, 1947. This is
what the member for Northam said in

©1933—

The recent Labour conference had deelared
in favour of n writing down of the capital costs
of the railways, n pioposal which he heartily
endorsed. Tt might lLe contendcd that such a
policy would merely transfor rharges from the
Ratlwny Department to the gvneral revenue of
the Htate, hot it would mean more than that.
Today €1 of cvery £3 enrned hy the railways
had to he paid away in interest. Fvervbody
knew that in the past politicians had built rail-
way lines that shonld never have been built.
Az n result the Railway Department had to
centinually operate such lines at heavy losa,
Ruch n system was grossly unfair to the rail-
way management, the railway workers and the
railway users, and popularity and profit hunt-
ing politiciana shounld not he aliowed to dodge
their responsibilities in that easy manner,

In comparatively recent times New Zealand
had written off £10,000,000, Queensland
€28,000,000, and New South Wales, £30,000,000.
Vietoria was now examining the question and
South Australia would soon be forced to face
it. A writing down of railway capital in this
Ktate would eonsiderably reduce the £1,000,000
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interest bill which the railway users now had
to pay each year, This in turn would cnalle
freight reductions to be made, would give
measure of real relief to the country people
who paid practically all freights. The intevest
charges on the eapital written off would then
become a charge on the whole community, an'l
as the building of ,railways advantaged the
whole community it should be called upon to
pay something for the benefits received,

It was an open secret that the rollingstork
and permanent way of the railways had not
been reveiving the attention mecessary, A
policy of neglecting this important phase of
the rajlway system was false economy of the
vorst kind,

That is what the member for Northamn said
in 1933. For 14 years afterwards, he was
on the Government side of the House and
was g member of the Cabinet. I asked him
in Mareh, 1947, what he had done to fulfil
the promise he made in 1933. Not a damn
thing! So my charge of no railways and
no transport is confirmed.

The Minister for Lands: Hear, hear!

Mr. LESLIE: As a matter of fact, T said
this in 1945 and 1946. T quoted a lot of
figures to prove my contention concerning
the writing down of the railways.

Hon. A. H. Panton: Tt is wonderful how
great minds think alike!

Mr. LESLIE: 1 am glad to know there
is another great mind like mine! I pay
tribute to the member for Northam for
baving discussed this matter; but I must
say 1 eannot pay tribute to him for having
done nothing ahout it, seeing that he was g
member of the Government; and then for
turhing round and saying, when we declared
that the Government had eontinued to
neglect these things, that we were lying, The
cficet of the war years is a worn-out ex-
cuse so far as the previous Government ix
conecrned. The present Government eould
Justiliably advance the war years as an cox-
cuse for failure—

Hon. A. H. Panton: That is a beaut!

Mr. LESLIE: -—because the preseni
Government was not in officé prior to the
war years in order to build up the country.
It did not take a mere few years of war for
the present state of affairs in Western Aus
tralia to develop. I have shown that the
member for Northam was, to put it politely
working on wrong premises when he re
ferred to the propaganda which appearec
under my name as being lies—the propa.
zandn that mentioned no houses and n«
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transport, All the “noes” that werve then
mentioned still exist. They existed then, so
he cannot deny that he uttered an untruth.

Hon. A. K. G. Hawke: 1 do deny it,

Mr. LESLIE: It has heen suggested that
we indulged in false propaganda. 1 have
shown that there was no false propaganda.
But in view of the propaganda that was
made out of a set of circumstances that
existed in past vears; in view of the use
that was made by members opposite, even
in recent times, of eonditions that prevailed
vears ago, we would have heen justified in
going to the extremc extent of using douht-
ful propaganda if we had eared to deseend
to that level. T am alluding to the constant
references that have heen made to the
Mitehell Government and the depression,
references made in such a wov nx to imply
that that Government was entirely and
wholly responsible for the eireumstances
that avese during the depression.

Hon. J. B, Sleeman: Work for all! To
vou remember that? !

Mr. LESLIE: Work for all?
Hon. J. T. Tonkin: That was promised.

Mr. LESLIFE: A promise which members
opposite never allowed the Government to

fulfil!

Hon. A. H. Panton: We had nothing
to do with it.

Mr. LESLIE: Of course not! But mem-
bers opposite happened to be part and
parcel of a politieal organisation which had
a majority Government in Australia at that
time. The Commonwealth Government then
was a Labour Government under n certain
Mr. Scullin.

My. Needham: With an antagonistic Sen-
ate led hy Sir George Pearce.

Mr. LESLIE: When T get a chance, Mr.
Speaker—

Mr. SPEAKER: Order! The hon. mem-
her should address the Chair.

My. LESLIE: Tt was not the Common-
wealth  Senate that invited Sir Ofto
Niemeyer to eome here and put the serew on
the eountry.

Hon. A. H. Panton: You admit he came'
to put the serew on!

Mr. LESLIE: It was Prime Minister
Seullin, 2 member of the Australian Labour
Party and head of the Labour Government.

403

Constantly we have a veiteration of these
chardes against the Mitehell-Latham Gov-
ernment and the ecireumstances existing at
that time, as if that Government was ve-
sponsible. I wonder whether the Labour
people in the other States—those four
States where Labour Governments were in
existence when the Premiers' Plan was
bhrought into effect—I wonder whether the
present-day Labour wmembers in  those
Chambers sling off about the depression
vears and aceuse members of the Lazhour
Governments of that thine of being respon-
sible for the depression! It would be fair
to expect that, seeing that the matter is
constantly brought up here. 1 say defin-
itely that if ever there was false and unjunst
propaganda indulged in at  election time
with o' wilful desire lo deceive people it
has been this repeated reiteration of the
cireumstanecs of the depression with blame
laid at the door of the Mitehell-Latham
Government. Here we have it again in this
pamphlet—

Unfortunately, the State suffered a period of
retrogression under the National Party—
Country Party Coalition Government in the
years 1930, 1931 and 1932.

Moembers opposite could find no other way
of econdemning their opposing politieal or-
ganisation than to drag out false arguments
and blame a Government existing years ago
for something over which that Government
had no control whatsoever!

Hon. J. T. Tonkin: We blamed them
for promising work for all.

My, LESLIE: That Government would
have made some solid attempt to give work
for all had its policy not been dictated by
the Australian Labonr Party sitting in Can-
berra. We have the same thing today, Be-
cause of the existence of the uniform tax
agreement and other things, the Common-
wealth Government is dictating our policy,
The ex-Premier made apologies for that state
of nffairs, and no doubt this Government
will do the same,

Hon. A. H. Panton: The people of Aus-
tralia gave the Commonwealth Government
that authority.

Mr. LESLIE: That is s0. They did many
things that they regretted afterwards. They
regretted eleeting the Labour Government
and turfed it out this year. I hope that
we have heard the end of the Mitehell-Latham
Government bogey.
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Hon. J. B. Sleeman: The member for
Nedlands has walked out because of what
you did.

Mr., LESLIE: I cannot help the ideas
that some people have. We arc accused
of using false propaganda. I have given
the lie to that, But therc is an exeuse for
any party, other than the Labour Party, to
use false propaganda beecause of the ex-
ample it has set. In this same publieation
we find this heading, “Vote Labour for State-
wide progress,” That appeared on March
the 15th.

Hon. A. H. Panton: A man ought to
take you back to 1917 when Bllly Hughes
sold a pup to the soldiers.

Mr. LESLIE: This paper states—

Increase in basic wage. The table below
ghows the respective basic wages applying in
1938 (under National-Country Party Goverh-
ment) and in 1943 (following the Labour Pre-
mier’s order of 1942) and in 1945.

Nothing is said of the fact that apart from
an amount of &s, the Arbitration Court
has decided the basic wage and not the Gov-
ernment. Tt would have been somewhere
pear honesty had this said, ®Under the
Labour Government the Arbitration Court
haz inereased the basic wage.” But, no!
This was carefully prepared and worded so
as to imply that it was the magnanimons
Labour Government which gave all these in-
creases, and improved the industrial conm-
ditions,

Mr. Needham: The Court refused to in-
crease the wage. '

Mr, LESLIE : That was one small amount
of 5s. . The inercase has gone considerably
beyond that sinee. In any case, the action
of the Government in that connection is very
questionable; namely, the right of any Gov-
ernment to interfere with courts of justice.
At the hottom of this we find—

All above amendments secured hy Labour
Tegislation.

This 15 so prepared as to deceive the
people.  One member early in the de-
bate, said this was a case of the pot
calling the kettle hlack. T think it is a ques-
tion of a pot seeing its reflection in a shin-
ing mirror of purity!

Hon, A. H. Panton: Is that Emerson or
Longfellow?

Mr. LESLIE: It is my own; on the spur
of the moment.
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Hon, A. H. Panton: I bet “The Daily
News” will have that featured.

Mr, SPEAKER : Order! The member for
Mt. Marshall will address the Chair,

Mr. LESLIE: In connection with this
legislation, L vefer to the remarks of the
member for Kalgoorlie the other night when
he said that the Labour Government was in
office for 14 vears, but nof in power hecause
of the existence of the Legislative Council.
-No doubt it is heeanse of that fact that no
reference is made to what the Legislative
Council has done in assisting to improve the
standards mentioned here, The President of
the Arbitration Court, Mr. W. Dwyer, de-
elaring the annual basic wage for 1942,
said:

The State’s average weekly wage per adult
imale worker is the highest in the Commonwealth
hoth in amount and in purchasing power.
Lower down we find:

All above amendments secured by Labour

legslation, .
But that was not without the concurrence
of the Legislative Council, All the henefits
of the industrial and other workers have
been seeured with the concurrence of the
Legislative Couneil, but we hear nothing but
abuse of that place from the other side of
this Chamber. The member for Kalgoorlie
said that the Government had been in office
for 14 years, but Not in power. I want to
remind him that legislation is only one fune-
tion of the Government; it is administration
where power lies, and the Legislative Coun-
cil was not ahle, in this period of 14 years,
to interfere 1n one small bit in any power
that the Lahour Government cared to exer-
eise when administering the affairs of State.
It is uscless for our friends on the other side
of the Chamher to attemnpt to deceive the
people by sugeesting that things could have
heen hetter if it had not heen for the Legis-
lative Council.

My. Styants: What happened to the Fair
Rents Bill?

My, LESLIE: The Legislative Council did
not stop the Government from administering
the affairs of the State as efficiently as they
should have heen, prior to the war.

Hon. J. T. Tonkin: It stopped us from
building homes for rental purposes. It would
not pass the Bill.

Mr, LESLIE: There might have been a
reason for it. I do not know that I would
be particularly happy about even the Com-
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monwealth-State Housing Agreement, except
for the fact that a condition attaches % it
whereby each tenant ean, in the words of
Mr. Dedman, become a little capitalist by
purchasing his own home, [ have no objec-
tion to that. Every man should have a home
of his own. Every home should be under a
purchase scheme,

Mr, May:"Of course it should.

Mr, LESLIE: The hon. member will be
taken to task at Trades Hall, becnuse some-
one else who said the same thing was.

Hon. A. R. G. Hawke: It iz a pity the
member for Mt. Marshall has not a home
to go to.

Mr. LESLIE: I am not concerned about
that. I have something else here. Members
an the ather side will he interested in these
two papers which are capies of the “Worker”
of the 21st March and the 25th April,

Hon. A. H. Panton: We never read them.

Mr. LESLIE: I suggest you read these.
It is a pity they were not read hefore we
had the procession of sore heads from the
other side.

Hon. A. 1I. Panton: You started off with
a sore point.

Mr. LESLIE: The campaign dircetor, Mr.
Davies, explains the reason for the defept
of the Government. I apologise to Mr.
Davies. What T have in mind is the leading
article appearing in the issue of the 21st
Mareh, and that has baen contributed by
the editor. This article states—

Labour on Saturday suffered a reverse which
was not cxpeeted and whieh was not deserved.
Tt later continues as follows:—

If, therefore, Saturday’s vote represents 2
vote of no-confidence, the loss of confidence
must have been in the electors and in respeet

of the decisions made hy them at the election
of 1933 and at subsequent elections.

That is peculiar reasoning, hut I have to
accept it. In other words, the writer savs
that the electors of Western Australia sud-
denly lost confidence in themselves and in
their decisions at the 1933 and subsequent
elections until 1547,

Hon. A. H. Panton: That is possible.

Mr. LESLIE: They are entitled to lose
confidence in themselves. When people find,
after 14 years, that they have made a bad
choice the only thing to do is to place their
confidence somewhere else,
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My, Styants: They did not do it very de-
cisively. You have not now a majority in
the House.

My, LESLIE: We have enough. Wo are
confident that we are going to.do a good job
and that, thevefore, the other side wil] have
very little to say about it. Referring to the
vlection— .

Hon. A. M. Panton: Why do yon not read
“The West Australian”? Tt is more in-.
teresting.

Mr. LESLIE: Mr. Davies says:—

T eannot, however, permit the opportunity to
pass without remarking that in my econsidered
opinion thousands of workers, many of whom
must have been Government employees, voted
against Labour Party candidates. This is ap-
parcnt not only in those seats in the metro-
politan area which were lost, such as Mt., Haw-
thorn, Middle-Bwan and Canning, but the trendd
was noticealle cven in what might be termed,
M Industrial seats,’’ like East Perth, Guild-
ford-Midland, and others where our majorities
were reduced.

Mr. Graham: T got more votes on this lust
ocension than at the previous eleetion.

Mr, LESLIE: The statement continues:

Many people must have short memories of
the hardships endured in the years 1931-33.

Even after the election the Labour Party
still indulged in false propaganda:—

But of course it must be admitted that in
the intervening period many thousands of young
voters who did not experience the results of
coalition Government in this State during the
years previously mentioned have been enrollesl.
Tn other words, it endeavours to draw u
comparison between the state of affairs
existing in 1933 and that existing in 1947,
Conditions in 1933 were brought about by
circumstances over which the then Govern-
ment had no control.

Hon. A. H. Panton: Look out that this
Government does not meet the same fate.

Mr. LESLIE: For 14 years that set of
cireumstances hag been used for Labour
propaganda. Now, when circnmstances arise
similar to those over which the Labour
Party said it had no control, it objects to
similar action being taken. Mr. Davies, in
analysing the election vesult, tells us clearly
why the eleetion was lost by Labour.

Hon. J. T. Tonkin: You must have been
impressed.

Mr. LESLIE: T was. He says:—

To win the next Federal election may require
an alteration of Ministerial policy.

-
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Iu other words, he says that Labour might
have won the State election had there been
an alteratton in ity Ministerial policy. He
bas his pulse on opinion—

Hon. A. R. G. Hawke: On what do you
=1y he has his pulse?

Mr. LESLIE: He has his finger on the
pulse of upinion angd savs:—

It will require from the trade union move-
ment a ¢lose analysis of its ideaa towards arbi-
trution generally, While I do not think for one
moment that a strike in certain given cireum-
stances is not justified, but we cannot fool the
people continunlly by paying lip serviee to
arbitration and using it on some ocecasions and
on many other occasions taking direct action.
This has heen done more often in the Eastern
States than here, but in my opinion it is the
greatest factor contributing to our defeat.

Hun, A. H. Panton:

siderably on your side.

Mr. LESLIE: 1Ie
opinion it is fact,

The Chief Secretary: The Labour Party
only thought of the other reason afterwards.

Mr. SPEAKER: Order!

Mr. LESLIE: Mr. Davies says:—

Ultimately if it eontinues it will bring about

the defeat of all Labour Govermments, because
it must ever be remembered that no matter
what might be the viewpoint of males in this
matter, their wives and female members of
their families might have completely conflicting
opinions and females, like males, vote at elec-
tions,
That is the official report of the Labour
Party clection organiser to the Labour
Movement. He sums up the reasons for the
defeat of the Labour Government. In an-
other paper he condemns the people who
dared to exercise their liberty in voting
against Labour.,

Mr. Hegney: You had to tack yourself
on to the Liberals to form a Government
against us,

Mr, LESLIE: I am not concerned about
that, hut about the charges levelled against
the Government relating to certain prac-
tices, and ahout the fact that my name was
brought into i, They are without found-
ation. Orne member sitting behind the Min-
isterial bench said, in his maiden speech,
that, should he be obliged to criticise, he
hoped his criticism would be constroetive.
That is what T am attempting now. Mem-
hers on the other side of the House should

You used it con-

says that in his
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not gontinue to drag up the bogey of false
clection propaganda and attempt to deceive
{hemselves into thinking that that alone
was responsible for their defeat—merely
the progaganda without the eircumstances
that contributed to that defeat. [ would
hate to see a weak Oppositior in this House.

Hon, A, H. Panton: We saw that for 14
years, bul T wouid guarantee that it will
not be seen during this session,

Mzr. LESLIE: Thiz paper says:—

Labour has fought for the right of free ex-
pression of opinion, and has no regret for hav-
ing done so when thys expression favours ita
political opponents.

Mr. Hoear: That is the first time that
“The Worker” has been published through
“Hansard ",

Mr, LESLIE: 1t has been published
hefore, but T do not think that anything
to its eredit hes heen going into “Hansard"”.

IIon. A, H. Panton: You are the means
of its Deing published.

Mr. LESLIE: If there is anything dis-
ereditable it should be hrought into the light
of day. T do not know how far the state-
ments in this paper liave official backing,
but if this means that one of our political
movements, thongh it may express high
sentiments inwards liberty, is not prepared
to allow iiberty of action to individuals—

Hon, A. H. Panton: It is the only move-
ment that has stood for liberty over the
years, You would not have had much liberty
had it not been for the Labour movement.

Mr. LESLIE: Because I am a worker,
through cirenmstances obliged to belang to
an industrial organisation in order to earn
my living, I do not think I should automa-
tieally beeome an adhercnt of a certain
political nrganisation, but that js what “The
Worker” wants. Is that liberty? 1 looked
in vain for someone in the Lahonr move-
ment with sufficient conrage to say that he
did not agree with the slur cast on young
men. I know the younz men to whom
allusion is made. They are young men who
during past years have entered the labour
market after returning from the fight for
liberty, and who were compelled to have
union tickats and thereby sell tbeir liberty.
I looked in vain for someone to say that
that was not one of the policies of the
Lahour movement. I regret indeed to see
that sort of thing ereep in. T do hope
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that our political organisations will never
attempt at any time o follow such an ex-
ample,

I can assore the House that the politieal
body with which I am associated will, by
every means in jts power, attempt to edu-
cate even those rats of Labour people to
a realisation that they have the privilege
of ratting if they so wish, There iz also
another peint ahout Labour that I have
never quite been able to understand, and
that is: Because a man is a worker in
Glovernnient employment he, so they claim,
must automatiealiy vote for Labour. That
is the type of propaganda that has been
indulged in for so long that such people
have come te believe that they must vote
Labhour. They have been bluffed.

Mr. Hegney: They will not want any
bluffing now for a year or two.

My, LESLIE: Xo, not so long as this
propaganda eontinues. I am satisfied that
the hluff of the Labour organisations and
of the Labour Party is ahout to be called
and that there will be an end to that sort
of thing, partienlarly seeing that they have
now shown their hands elearly for all the
world to see, that their nationalisation and
socialisation policy is also that of the Com-
munist Party.

Hon. J. T. Tonkin: Is not nationalisation
popular with the farmers?

Mr. LESLIE: I know of two political
organisations that have as a fundamental
plank of their respeetive policies, the
socialisation of industry, produection, dis-
tribution and exchange. I do not know
whether it is eoincidental that those two
organisations have this fundamenial plank
in common.

Hon. A. H. Panton: The Country Party
has it today without the necessity for in-
rluding it as a plank in its platform. That

_is the difference.

Mr. LESLIE: Sinec the announcement
regarding the proposal to nationalise ihe
barks, T am quite satisfied that of the
organisations—one is the Labour Party and
the other the Communist Party—the Com-
munists are merely appendages to the Lab-
our Party and have proved useful append-
ages.

Hon. A. H. Panton: They have been very
good appendages for you.

7

Hon. A, A. M, Coverley: You would not
like to get rid of them, \

Mr. LESLIE: There is no similarity be-
tween the policy that we propound and
that of (he Communists.

Hon. A, R. (. Hawke: But plenty of
similarity in the methods you use.

Mr. LESLIE: The nationalisation of
banking indicates the summing up of the
policies of the two Parties.  However, I
find that the Communists are honest in that
they blatantly say that they aim te obtain
that objective even to the extent of engap-
ing in disruption. Onr Labour friends are
not so honest although their objective is
the same, hut they pursue it in a wmore
subtle manner.

Hon. A, BR. G. Hawke: We are much more
honest than you are.

My, LESLIE: T still believe in the lib-
crty of the individual. I and some of my
friends sitting on the Opposition side of
the House fought against Communism and
Fascism, and I shall continme to fight
against both, particularly when any attempt
is made to introduce the methods of the
Communists who use the Labour Party for
their own purposes,

Hon. A, H. Panton: e vepresent the
only party that has fought the Communists,
and you know it.

Mr. LESLIE: T have seen seant evidence
of that. The Labour Party has fought for
socialisation and nationalisation just as the
Cominunists seek it to seeure the complete
eontrol of industry, distribution, wealth
and production. If that is not so, why do
our friends opposite allow the Communists
to continue as appendages to the Lahour
Party?

Hon. A. R. (i. Hawke: You want the
finanecial system controlled by private in-
terests.

Mr. LESLIE: I want it controlled hy the
people who own the country, those wha have
a stake in it.

Hon. A. H. Panton: Have the banks?
Mr. LESLIE: No.

Hon. A, R. G. Hawke: Who is in con-
trol?
Mr. LESLIE: Who are the banks?

Mr. SPEAKER: Order! The hon. mem-
ber should address the Chair.
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Mr. LESLIE: Members opposite, when
they see a building with the word **bank’’
on it, assume that that is the bank, They
wer nothing behind it. They do not see
the enormous number of people who are in-
vestors.

Hon. A. H, Panton: Gwe us some fgures,

Mr. LESLIE: They do not ses who ave
the real owners of the bank,

Hon. J. T. Tonkin: This is just propa-
ganda, and you should be eareful.

Mr. LESLIE: They do not appreciate
the people who actually own the banks.

Hon. A. R. G. Hawke:
the banks.

Mr. LESLIE: Can the hon. member him-
self tell me?

Hon. A. A. M. Coverley: We are asking
vou the guestion.

Mr. Hegney: Yes, you tell us.

Mr. LESLIE: If the hon. member will
provide the necessary 5s., we ean go to the
Supreme Court and get a eomplete list of
the shareholders of the various eompanies.
By that means we could find out who owns
the banks. 1 assure the member for Pil-
hara that if he were to find out who are
the individuals that own the financial insti-
tutions, his ideas would he appreciably al-
tered. He would have s rude awakening,
and he would discover that his ideas about
banks were merely s0 much peculiar, non-
existent bogeys. What he fears is really
not there,

Mr. Hegney: You believe in those people
owning the banks.

Mr. LESLIE: Of course. When T was
a very little hov—

Hon. A. H. Panton: You have not grown
np much. .

Mr. LESLIE: —I was very interested in
n pieture that hung on the wall of the
school I attended. It depicted his safanie
majesty in all his glory. T assure the House
that T was very frightened of it. Any time
T was inclined to kick over the traces, I was
told that the devil would get me.

Hon, A, H.'Panton: He got you all right!

Mr. LESLIE: When I was told that, I
had the picture on the wall in my mind. I
do not know whether the devil really exists
or whether the picture was anything like
him in appearance.

Tell us who own
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Hon. A. H. Panton: You will sce him
some day; you are going the right way!

Alr. LESLIE: Members opposite have for
0 long entertained their banking bogey that
when mention is made of banking they im-
mediately conjure up the pictare of the
devil—of something entirely non-existent.

Tlon. A, H. Panton: I would like to hear
the member for Claremont reply to your
statements.

Mr. LESLIE: Thank goodness, the mem-
ber for Claremont cannot do so! Because
of the peculiar bogey and the remarkshle
ideas members opposite hold regarding
banking, they, through their political asso-
ciations, seek to deprive me and thousands
like me of our liberty to say what we are
going to do with what we have rightly re-
eeived as the reward for our labour.

Hon. A, H. Panton: I put mine in the
Rural and Industries Bank.

Mr. Fox: You never had any liberty.

Mr, LESLIE: The only times I have con-
fessed to any restriction upon my liberty
were when I was in the Army and since I
have been married.

Hon. A, R. G. Hawke: Is that why we
have to suffer all this?

Hon. A. H. Panton: We want to go
home!

Mr. LESLIE: T am definitely out—
Hon. A. H. Panton: So are we.

Hon. A. R. G. Hawke: Are you not al-
lowad to talk at home?

Mr. SPEAKER: Order! Will the hon.
member address the Chair and turn towards
the Chatr.

Mr. LESLIE: Tt is necessary for the
people of this ecountry elearly to understand -
that the proposal for the nationalisation of
the banks is merely one step towards
Labour's objective, of ultimately securing
complete control, such as that enjoved for n
time by our friends Hitler and Mussolini,
and that enjoyed today by the friend of
members opposite, Mr. Stalin, in Russia, T
intend to oppose it for the sake of liberty
and freedom, and 1 think that the people
ghould he made well aware of the danger.
It is the first step jn the Communist pro-
gramme, I am afraid I have trespassed
somewhat on the time of the House.

Hon. A. R. G. Hawke: No, keep going!
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Mr. LESLIE: I wanted to counter the
note of pessimism that seems to have ani-
mated this debate, The only pessimistic note
we gre justified in striking at the moment is
in relation to the Commonwealth proposal
to nationalise banking. If we follow out
the principles of freedom as in the past,
under wise government, I foresee a great
future ahead of this State, but we must
east aside the pessimistie outlook that would
have us believe that the only way to achieve
something worth while is by adopting re-
strictions, even to the extent of restrieting
working hours and so further curtailing the
supplies of commodities of which the
people are so urgently in need,

On motion by Mr. Hegney, debate ad-
journed.

House adjourned at 11.22 pm.

Tegislative @oameil. |

Wednesday, 27th August, 1947.
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——

The DEPUTY PRESIDENT toock the
Chair at 4.30 p.m., and read prayers.

QUESTION.

ALBANY HARBOUR.,

As to Tabling Plans,
Hen: A, THOMSON asked the Minister
for Mines: Will he lay on the Table of the
House a copy of the plans prepared by the

Public Works Department for improvements
to the Albany Harbour?

The MINISTER replied:
Yes. The existing plan is an outline

design only and subject to amendment fol-
lowing receipt of Mr. Tydeman’s report.

ADDRESS-IN-REPLY,
Ninth Day.

Debate resumed from the previons day.
[17] ¢
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HON. 'A. THOMSON (South-East)
[4.33]: I desire to congratulate the Govern-
ment on its attaining to the oceupancy of the
Treasury bench, We know that doctors
frequently order their patients a change of
climate; and it will be good for Western
Australia to have a change of Government.
In my opinion, it will prove beneficial to
the State,

Hon, G. Fraser: The doctors often order
a change to a temperate climate.

Hon. A, THOMSON: The previous Gov-
ernment, having enjoyed the fleshpots of
office for 14 years, had become self-satisfied;
any person who dared to erificise its adminis-
tration was viewed with extreme disfavour
and his action was regarded as rather offen-
sive, particularly if the eriticism was from
a member of the Opposition. Personally,
I feel that the offer of the present Opposi-
tion to give the mew Government every

. help is not quite in keeping with the petulant

and fault-finding attitude taken by the Op-
position so far as this session has proceeded.
Opposition members claim that the ex-
Premier, Hon. F, J. 8, Wise, performed
miracles in obtaining from the Commeon-
weaith Treasurer sufficient money to enable
him to balance his Budget, and that the
present Government should bow in humble
acknowledgment to him for supplying an
overflowing Treasury and for the work
which the previous Government arranged so
nicely and planned so far ahead.

I have no desire to detract or withhold
from Mr. Wise any praise for what he and
his predecessors, with the able assistance of
Mr, Reid, the Under-Treasurer, and the
Treasury ofﬁcwls, as well as previous Pre-
miers, did to obtain satisfactory results for
Western Australia when attending the
various conferences of Premiers at Canberra.
I am quite sure Hon. 1), R. McLarty will
prove their equal in his efforts to procure
justice for this State, Mr. Wise was reported
in the Press as having said that be intended
to insist on the present Government ecarry-
ing out the promises which he made to
his electors. I would be greatly disap-
pointed in the Government if, without just
cause, it deliberately refused to earry out
the commitments of the previous Govern-
ment.

I cannot congratulate some of the mem-
bers of the previous Government upon. the
attitnde they have adopted so far. The

<



